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Mr. Jonn KIDDEL, a native 
of Tiverton, in Devonshire, was 
bornin 1721. It is probable that 
he received his classical learning 
at the Free Grammar School in 
that town, founded in 1604, by 
Mr. Peter Blundel, a native of it 
and a clothier. The master of 
this school, at the period of Mr. 
Kiddel’s youth, was Mr. William 
Rayner, a good classic and an 
excellent master, under whose 
tuition were educated many fe- 
spectable scholars. A brother of 
Mr. Kiddel, a solicitor, in a 
poem, called Tiverton, celebrates 
bis learning. 


 Skill’d in all tongues, see Rayner 
treads the stage: - - 

Severe his virrue—awful in his age, 

bm others follow all the musty 
rules 

Of barb’rous monks, or slow - 
matic fools ; pas 

From ev'ry weed, lo! Rayner clears 
the ground; 

y to = grammar all the man is 


Mr. Kiddel commenced his 
YOu, v. 2 


academical studies under the Rev, 
John Moore, M. A. who, for 
many years, presided over a semi- 
nary at Bridgewater, in Somer. 
setshire. He finished them under 
the learned Mr. John Eames, at 
London. In this latter part of 
his academical course, he was 
favoured with the friendship and 
free conversation of Dr. Watts. 
On finishing it, he returned to his 
native town; and in 1742, onthe 
death of Mr. Joseph Pyke, a re. 
spectable minister and a man of 
polite address, he and Mr. John 
Rudge were ordained pastors of 
the congregation at the Pitt meet. 
ing-house, and alternately offici- 
ated to that and to another con 
gregation at Puddington. Mr. 
Rudge died 20th September, 1748, 
when the pastoral care of the 
former congregatiom, then numere 
ous and respectable, devolved on 
Mr. Kiddel. He continued in 
this connection forty-five years, 
till 1787. In the mean time, the 
society was much reduced by 
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death and various concurmng cir- 
cumstances. * Amongst others, 
says the accurate hi-torian of T+ 
verton, ** occasional conformity 
at first to the Test and Corpora. 


won Acts, to quaify them ww be- 


come members of the corporation, 
. 

was a means of drawing many [te 

spectabie families away Irom that 


meeting to a consiant ailencance 


. ° nr 4 
on the service of the Church of 


‘ ‘. | rr . - 1 - rw cal 
England s al ,C al 2. Lise lie 
4 


toned, he receivec an invitation 


to fill the department of the do- 
Mmestic Claswca!l tutor in the hewirv. 
raised academy at Hackney. The 
propusal was honourabdie {oOo Oils 
talent a j eur ng. £uGg t Ofe 


Was peculiarly seaso! 
solatory. An elder son, on whose 
success 1m a mercantile concern 
be rested his hopes tor the 
other branches of his family, had 
Met with misicortunes, in which 
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his father’s smal! fortune was lost 
Such respect had Mr. Kiddel’s 
character secured, such cordial 
friendship had his virtues concili. 
ated, such a generous sympathy 
did his affliction create, a sub. 
scmption was immediately opened 
in the town, for the rehkef of his 
present necessities, and to form a 
fund for his own and his family’s 
future benefit. It met with cheer. 
tul encouragement, and liberal 
aids to it came from the remoter 
neighbourhood and distant quar. 
ters. But the result of this kind 
service did not set him above the 
advantages that a new situation 
promised; and the growing inca. 
pacities of declining years made it 
desirable to exchanze the laborious 
task of a grammar school, which 
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. + ny as) "< Corar i 
had tor many years conducted 
With great reputation, tor hemer 
ubeTas eMmpioyMent of assisting 
tne progress of young Zentiemen, 


whose powers were a.freacy oper 


yment til the seminary way 
broken up. The curators of it. 
attentive to ine Situation mw 


been connected wi his emplor. 
° . * oT = 7 j 
nent. Atter 3s, XM : 

] j > t *-,. 
resided some time at patn, aa 


since in London. 
Hackney, on the 4th of April, 1810, 
after he had, by a gradual decay 
of strength and facuities, for seve- 


tal years becn tending to a disse 


Hurion 
Ls le 


A friend, who knew how t& 
appreciate his talents and worth, 
and whoesteemed him highly, sau 
of Mr. Kiddel twenty years age, 


‘Few men have lived im Tivertos 
that have been more assiduous in their 
researches after knowledge, more Gir 
gent.and impartial in their inquiries after 
trutM, or more studious to dispel the 
clouds of ignorance and superstition, the 
mists of prejudice, and the undue infle 
ence of human authority in matters & 
religion: few men have been more caf 
nest to enlighten the minds of his hear- 
ers, toczhibit the plain, genuine pri 
ciples, and to enforce the divine pre- 
cepts, of the gospel, or to exemp 
the Christian character : and few me 
have lived in Tiverton whose converse 
tion hath been more instructive or 
tertaining, and whose company has bees 
tore pleasing or generally sought."f _ 

When an attempt was made, Mm 
1753, at the assembly of ministers 
for the united counties of Devon 
and Cornwall, to revive the inqul- 
sitorial powers, which had thirty 
years before marked the proceeé 


* Dunsford’s Hisorical Memoirs of Tiverton, Ps 369. note 259. t ibid, 
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of ngs of that body, on the Triaita. 
° san controversy; and the ques- 


ng pon was put, “ Whether the As. 


2. sembiy shai. reCummmend any Can. 

e . 7~ ot, = ~~ . . ie ha 
fe idate to ordinanon, woo wii unt 
+, weimre Dis falta in tae ceity of 


De the Som and the Holy Ghost?” 

ti Mr. Kiddei gave his decided ne. 

it give against putting the ques- 
a 


ti on ° 4 ITTANA 1 open Jf Usi- 

) von to sace tai usurpation and 

~ sower, for 1 2 Cistinguisaing 
ud trgit in his Character. 

“lam adissenter,” saidbe: “ t glory 

. m the name; aod, assuch, am attached 

to no imrcrest besdes that of virtue and 

ate my reieemer ; and, therefore, shall ne- 

at ver unk myself bound to support, righ: 


or wrong, the reputation of whole do- 
tesofmen. I can value a good man 
wherever [ see him: I can embrace 
truth wherever I Ond it; but, by the 
Oe grace of God, I will never lift a fag 
tothe support of a sacerdotal faction, 
sor befetrered with che claims of an ec- 
Ceuastiical tyranny.” + 
In the samie GisCourse in which 
id 7 , . . 
, he delivered these sentiments, he 
gispiayed his liberality of spirit in 
74 the solicitude he expressed, that 
uy aiimen might be led to make a 
- —_— . az i . . ° ™ 
a just estimate ot ihe [rue dignity ot 
¢ We Ministerial Character, wach, 
re ais judgment, depended wholly 
, mM acaretul and diligent exami. 
Sation of the divine records, and 
‘ Le : : > > . 
rs 4 tuthiul representation of the gee 
- uuine truths of the sacred ora. 
- r 


les. f 
. ee 9 


“ It is,” said he, “ the universa! con- 
ecm of Christians, of the laity as well 
wof the clergy, to be weil acquainted 
weh the dignity and design of the mini- 
eral character, with the duties and 
cohgations belonging to it, and with the 
a authority and powers annexed to it; 

3 because, though this office when rightly 
+ bas the most friendly mmflu- 
‘ct upen the virtue and happiness of 
j : 

y Repository, vol. iv. p. 253- 
# See his Tract on the Inspiration of the 


1 The Preface betore quoted, p. 2. 
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mankind, and becomes most extensively 
useful; yer, if abused, it cannot but be 
attended with the most malicnant con- 
sequences l[tis, therefore, the Ousiness 
of ali men to keep the strictest eye upoa 
the public teachers of relimon: lest, 
while by an affected hamility they call 
themselves the se vants of God, of vwir- 
tue, and of mankind, they exait them- 
selves abovwe all thar is caled God, wilily 
religion, aad enslave the world.’"§ 


These quotations place bis con. 
duct and aims, as a Cuaristian 


minister, Im a very respectadic 
point of view. In that character 
he united great irning, a sound 
judyment, a firm integrity, and 
rational piety. His undisguised, 
naniy, and pwi te audress, CoM. 
nanded respect in the intercourses 
of hte. His openness of temper, 


cordiality and warmth of mabner, 
attached his triends to bim. He 
secured, by bis relative and do- 
mestic virtues, no small share of 
love and respect. He passed bis 
lif he confined cire 
cle of a counrry town, and in the 
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retirements of his study and a 
school: but he was held in bigh 
estimation beyond those limits, 
and amoung his friends were to be 
enumerated the Rev. Micajah 
Towgood, of Exeter; Matthew 
Towgood, Esq. his son; Dr.Harris, 
the historian; Dr. Joseph Jet. 
tries, prosessor et cavil law at 
Gresbam College; and others 
whose partial regards would reflect 
honour og any man. 

Mr. Kidde! published a sermon 
‘6 On the Dignity ot the Ministe- 
rial Character, preached before 
the Assembly at Exon, May 6, 
1747,”’ from the Preface to which 
we have selected some passages. 


* Preface to a Sermon before an Assembly of Ministers, p. ui 


Scriptures, p- 71. 
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Through those passages, and from 
different parts of this very sensible, 
animated, and valuable discourse, 
it is evident that the preacher had 
given umbrage to some, who felt 
the reflections pointed ageinst high 
priestly claims, and against the 
impositition of metaphysical and 
absurd confessions of faith, as le- 
velled at themselves; and who 
overlooked the sentiments of hoe 
nest faithfulness, exalted virtue, 
and of a pure and heavenly tem- 
per, which were diffused through 
the discourse. 

‘The concluding paragraphs of 
the Preface confirm this suspicion, 
and show the spirit of the preacher, 

“ To be indifferent to all parties,” he 
says, “lam sensible is not the way to 
popularity or preferment. But I can 
truly say, that I desire none of those 
wages of unrightcousness ; and if for this 
my conduct | should suffer from the 
hands of ignorant and furious bigots, 
though many should sneer at and ridicule 
my system of politics, yet the poet has 
furnished me with an answer: 

Mea 
Virtute me involvo probamque 
Paupericm sine dolo, quxro.® 





** And amidst all the discouragements 
which I meet with, mankind shal! never 
lose my hearty prayers for their liberty 
and happiness. 

“ May, therefore, the time come, 
when ‘he learning, virtue, and useful- 
ness of ministers shall be more regarded 
than the surplicesand mitres which they 
wear; when the outcries and animo ities 
raised concerning modern orthodoxy and 
heresy shal cease, and practical holiness 
and solid goodness become the general 
concern of men; when human creeds 
and ¢ tablished forms of faith <hall be 
banished from the world, and the interest 
of the Kedeemer and the religion of the 
New Testament be alone contended for. 
Amen and Amen.” 

In 1700, Mr. Kiddel gave the 


public trom the press a ‘Thanks. 
giving Sermon, 


In 1779 uppeared a tract from 


Memotr of the Rev. John Kiddel. 


* Horace, L. 3. Ode 29, 


his pen, entitled ‘ The Inspin, 
tion of the Holy Scriptures a, 
serted and explained, in Thre 
Dissertations; in which a pla, 
and rational solution is attempted 
to be given to the following ig. 
quiries : 

I. What Scriptures are divinely 
inspired ? 

Il. In what sense the Holy 
Scriptures are so? 

And ILI. What proof we have 
of it 2’ 

Some of the principal parts of 
these Dissertations had been deli. 
vered in the form of a sermon be. 
fore the assembly of ministers at 
Exon; and the publication of it 
was requested. The author ju. 
diciously preferred giving thesub. 


ject a more full discussion than 


the limits of a sermon allowed. 
These Dissertations met with much 
approbation, and Dr. Kippis hes 
inserted them in the references to 
authors, with which he has ime 
proved the third edition of Dr. 
Doddridge’s Lectures. Our au. 
thor’s leading principles were, 
that ‘* the end of the divine inspl- 
ration of the sacred writers, 1 
their compositions, was, that what 
was written by them might be kept 
free from all error and talsehood; 
contain nothing but pure, genuine, 
and unadulterated truth, and be 
received and believed as of infale 
lible certainty, sealed and a& 
tested by the authority of God; 
that whatever influence was suli- 
clent to answer this end, was suf: 
ficient to answer all the purpose 
of a divine INSplralion 5 that the 
same degrees of influence are not 
hecessary and expedient Ww . 
the sacred writers alike; 8) 
therefore, divine inspiration, 8h? 
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applied to different writers, must 
admit of different senses and limi- 
tations. These principles are 
considered and opened with re- 
spect to the different subjects and 
nature of the sacred writings, as 
historical, moral, and devotional 
and prophetical; including under 
the latter term, not predictions 
only, but truths above the inves. 
tigation of our own reason and all 
positive institutions and ordimances 
of religion. = In the discussion of 
the subject, the inquiry, whether 
the words and language of Scrip. 
ture are by divine inspiration, 
comes underexamination. Here 
Mr. Kiddel observes, 

“Ifthe whole were penned in the very 
words and language of the Holy Spirit, 
we might have expected to have found 
all the Scriptures written in a language 
uniformly pure and perfect; and carrying 
with it, as the doctrines of revelation do, 
plain marks and characters of its divine 
original, and above the common capaci- 
ties of mere men; but nothing of this 
appears. The style is very various, and 
suitable to the different characters and 
acquirements of the several authors; 
and accompanied with many impe [ec- 
tions and defects, in the same manner 
as ail other writings of human composi- 
tion are.” 

This piece does credit to Mr. 
Kiddel’s pen, judgment, and spi- 
rit. The same disdain of art and 
insincerity, the same aversion to 
sacerdotal tyranny, mark i, as 
breathe through the sermon which 
We hav quoted, 

“ When a minister of the gospel.” 
‘ayshe, “ takes this boo.,”* 1. ¢. the 
Scriptures, “ into his hands, it ought 
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to be with the deepest reverence of its 
truths, amd with a live.y sense of how 
great importance it is to his people to 
entertain just sentiments and a right 
knowledge of those truths. He must 
not be guilty of any artful concealments 
and misrepresentations, in order to ac- 
commodate himself to the popular opi 
nions, the misguided humours, or cri- 
minal passions of men. Nay, he must 
not consult the pre-conceived opinions 
of those who attend on his ministry: 
that, on the one hand, he may avoid 
giving them offence; or, on the other, 
that he may favour their prejudices and 
gain their applause. If he thus pleases 
men, he wil not be the servant of 
Christ.” ° 
It is to be regretted, that a gene 
tleman of Mr. Kiddel’s learning, 
liberality, and judgment, bad not 
Ina larger work, or more frees 
quently, addressed the public 
from the press. The writer of this 
knows, that some years ago he 
meant to have published an Essay 
on the Divine Appearances. to the 
Patriarchs. What prevented the 
execution of that purpose he can- 
not say; but, if ike MS. be not 
lost, though the nature of the subs 
ject might not encourage the exe 
pectation of a profitable sale, it 
would, if Mr. Kiddel’s family 
would give leave, be a valuable 
araucle tor the Monthly Reposi- 
tory: and the communication of 
it through that chanel, would be 
a tribute of respect to the author's 
memory, ang a lasting monument 
of lis talents and name. 
J. TOULMIN, 
Birmingham, May 17, 1810. 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF SERVETUS, IN LETTERS TO THE REV. 


JEDEDIAH MOKSE, 


D. D.-——-LETTER IV. 


—— 


Dec. 12, 1807, 
Rev, and rn: pected Sir, 


That it is not an easy task to 


decide upon the characters of 
Med, or to apprize always with 


exactness the value of their me. 
rits, or to bring to light the ime 
petling motives vf any insulated 
action, Cannot between us become 
a matter of controversy. The 
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animosity between Calvin and 
Servetus, with its fatal, never-too- 
much-lamented issue to the lat. 
ter, seem utterly inexplicable, if 
we dive not deeper than the 
mere narrative of the dol¢ful ca- 
tastrophe, 

Itseems inexplicable in many re- 
spects, with regard to that greatand 
excellent reformer, whose memory 
will be endeared to all, (though 
averse to consider the burning of 
Servetus with bishop Hall*® in him 
as meritorious,) who value super. 
eminent talents and religion; who, 
with humble adoration, revere 
the means which Providence in its 
wisdom thought proper to employ 
to accomplish the illustrious work 
of the reformation: and, never. 
theless, proofs, strong as charity 
could require, shall evince his 
condemnation in more than one 
regard by any impartial inquirer, 

Calvin and Servetus were gifted 
by Providence with uncommon 
talents. Both made considerable 
progress in various branches of 
literature, far above the mass of 
literati of that highly-interesting 
period. Calvin was pretty gene. 
rally considered, and deserved to 
be distinguished as the prince of 
the learned; and, after the death 
of Zuinglius, as the chief of the 
reformed, by all who either ap. 
proved openly or secretly the re. 
formation ; while even they who 
in their hearts disapproved some 
of his speculative opinions, as Ser- 
vetus, Blandrata, Socinus, Gen. 
tilis, left nothing untried to in- 
gratiate themselves with him; and 
the most eminent among the Ro. 
man Cathelics, as Sadolet and 

others, paid a voluntary tribute 
to his exalted merits, 


Calvin and Servetus had both 
a lively sense of their own jm, 
portance 5 were of a fierce, con. 
troledisdaining disposition. The 
one had all the haughtiness of his 
proud countrymen; the other, 
the quickly irascible temper of his 
native country, high-toned through 
the lofty notions of his democratic 
residence. Calvin would not 
listen, but imperiously command; 
and would have been gratified to 
see a Servetus, a Socinus, at his 
feet, to be imbued with wisdom 
trom his lips. Servetus would 
not yield to any man, and deemed 
opposition to his dictates a crime, 
soth were animated with an afte 
dent zeal for truth: both had pere 
suaded themselves, that they stood 
forward in, and avenged the cause 
of their God and Lord, What 
wonder, then, that Servetus was 
crushed by Calvin? No more, 
than that Calvin might have 
shared a similar fate, it their cif. 
cumstances had been reversed, 
and Calvin’s power Jodged in the 
hands of Servetus. Though you, 
Sir, will not question the ardent 
zeal of John Calvin, that of Ser- 
vetus might scem to you more 
problematical, which scruple I 
shall remove in the course of this 
letter. May I only beg you, Sit, 
not to consider now if Servetus 
erred, not if his opinions were 
founded in truth or damnable he- 
resies, neither if he was tinctured 
by fanaticism; but alone, if he 
acted with sincerity, and believed 
in his heart what he professed as 
the gospel doctrine. 

Who can doubt his confidence 
in God, and glowing zeal for bis 
glory, who considers with attene 
tion his prayer? “ O Christ Je 


* Treatise on Moderation, 
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sus, Son of Gad! who, given us 
from heaven, manilestest visibly 
m thyself the revealed Deity ; dis- 
cover thyself to thy servant, that 
such a grand manifestation may 
be truly known. Give me, I 
pray thee, thy good spirit and ef- 
ticacious word; control my mind 
and my pen, that | may express 
the glory of thy divinity, and de. 
clare the true faith about thee. It 
is thy cause, when I explain thy 
glory from the Father, with that 
of thy spirit, which it has been 
given me to explain by a divine 
impulse, when I was anxious about 
thy truth. Once I made a begin. 
ning to treat this subject; pow 
again I feel myself impelled to the 
task, as the time is actually ful- 
filled, which I shall show to all 
she pious, from the manifest signs 
of the times. ‘Thou hast instructed 
us that we may not abscond our 
light, so that I must pronounce ¢ 
woe upon me, it I do not preach 
the gospel. It is the common 
cause of all Christians, which to 
maintain they all are obliged.’”* 

“ Enable thy servant, thy sol. 
der, that he, through thy power, 
may be enabled to tight manfully 
against the dragon, the serpent, 
the devil, who had given power 
to the beast, i.e. Pope.’’+ ‘To 
which may be joined that he, see. 
ing the danger to which he had 
exposed himself, expressed himself 
in @ letter to Pepin, one of the 
ministers of Geneva: ** I. know, 
certainly, I must die for that cause, 
but, thereture, I do not become 
low spirited, that I, as a disciple, 
may resemble my master.” And 
this his apprehension was not vain, 


* Pref. Restit. Christian. 
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as he knew that the book, upon 
whose publication he was firml 
resolved, must be a stumbling. 
block to the Protestants as well 
as Roman Catholics, all whom he 
branded with idolatry; while he 
could have no prospect of remain- 
ing concealed, although it did not 
bear his name, as he was known 
by his other works, and had even 
declared his name in this singular 
manner: .** See—there he is—it 
is Servetus, whom I searched for: 
here! here! what does he speak 
with you ?”f 

‘This was Servetus, who, when 
at Lyons, entered into an unfor. 
tunate correspondence with Cal. 
vin, then a minister at Geneva, 
which correspondence had since 
between these learned men been 
long continued; through which, 
however, they were rather cxas. 
perated against one another than 
reconciled. | From Lyons and 
Dauphine, Servetus wrote thirty 
letters to Calvin upon this and 
other important subjects, after- 
wards inserted in Restit. Christt- 
anismi, p. 577. from which letters 
it appears, that many of them are 
answers to letters of John Calvin ; 
and further, that Servetus did not, 
so incessantly, slander Calvin in 
these as he had been accused, 
while Calvin’s subsequent beha. 
viour makes it more than doubt. 
ful, if he bore Servetus’s obloquy 
with such modesty and meekness 
as he pretended.|| 

Servetus addressed first three 
questions to Calvin, to which 
he answered, viz. 

1. If the man Jesus, who was 
crucified, was the Son of God, 


t Diss. i, de Trin. p. 66. 


“a a Fidelis my ot Errorum Serveti Op. p. 696, ed, Geneva, in fol. 3597+ 


alvin's Answers, 


rom p. 697-——704. 
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and what was the reason of this 
sonship? 

2. If the kingdom of God was 
in man, when one entered into It, 
and when such a one was regene. 
rated ? 

3. If the baptism instituted by 
Christ was to be done with faith, 
as in the (Lord’s) Supper, aod 
with what view they were insti. 
tuted in the New Covenant? 

It is wondrous strange, Sir, 
that Calvin did not preserve, or 
did not preduce the first letter of 
Servetus, which might have spread 
some more light upon their con. 
test. Servetus sent, after a while, 
a MS, to Calvin, in which he made 
many free strictures on Calvin’s 
book of Jastitulions. This trea- 
tise is not published, but its sum- 
mary ingredicuts have, as itseems, 
been inserted in his” Restitutio 
Chiistianism. This, we may 
conclude from the conclusion ot 
the second letter: “ I pray God, 
that you may condescend to read 
again the 4th book on Baptism, 
as it seems you have not perused 
it. God have pity upon us. 
Amen.’’ 

From this correspondence ori> 
ginated chiefly their animosities, 
which since that period were ma- 
nifested in all Calvin’s writings, 
even in his comment upon the 
Scriptures.* 

Among the early proofs of Cal. 
vin’s rancour against Servetus, is 
adduced a letter to Viret and an- 
other to Farell, both in 1546. 
** | hear that Servetus intends to 
come hither to converse with me ; 
but, if I have any influence with 


* See Calvin's Comm. ad Act. xx. 28. 
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the magistrate, I shall effect the: 
he never return alive.” This fae 
is not denied by Sennebier, by 
totally misrepresented, as if Ca}. 
vin concluded that such would b 


‘the fatal consequence, from the 


spirit of the laws and the gover. 
ment of Geneva, and trom the 
ideas of all sects at that time: 
whereas Calvin bore Servetuy a 
perfect goodwill, as long as there 
Was any hope of his recovery, A 
similar explanation corroborates 
the tacts, to which no man of 
Sennebier’s talents would have re 
curred, could he have proved it 
false. Although this answer leaves 
no room tu reply tor Sennebier, 
it deserves, however, our candid 
examination, 

Bolzec, Caivin’s bitter antago. 
nist, and Varillas assert, that these 
letters are genuine; but Bolzec 
and Varillas deserve little credit, 
whenever the facts attested cannot 
be verified from more pure sources, 
although it deserves some conside- 
ration, that Bolzec declared that 
the letter to Viret had actually 
been delivered to the magistrate 
of Bern. But, Sir, Sam. Sorbee 
rius,¢ HI. Grotius,f and Viteo 
bogaerd,|| men of consummate 
talents, undisputed veracity and 
piety, not excelled in their agey 
have vindicated with many argu: 
ments the authenticity of thes 
letters, and which in the event 
have been verified. I know, 5! 
it ought in a critical discussion 0 
this kind not to be lost out of 
sight, that Grotius and Vitenbo- 
gaerd, though men of the highest 
respectability in the republic ol 


where he calls Servetus 2 Spanish dogs 


and Comm. ad Jo. i. publ. first 1563, where he used the same opprobious 


¢ Sorberiana, p. 48, 1694. 
§ Hist. Eccles R ; 


¢ In voto pro pace Eccles. prop: * 


ott, 1647, in fol. tom. ii, p, 76, 7. 












tetters—men of untarnished repu- 
tation, were Armimans; were 
deeply involved in the theological 
disputes of that period; when 
from their side no stone was left 
unturned to retoit the bitter in. 
vectives of their insolent opprese 
$0rs. 

Is it, tben, no matter of surprise, 
thatthe Arminians of that period 
did not publish these letters? But 
it is equally strange from the other 
side, if these letters had been 
spurious, that neither Andr. Ri- 
vet, who answered Grotius, nor 
Ch. Drelincourt, Calvin’s ablest 
apologist, nor Jac. Trigland, who 
opposed himself to Vitenbogaerd,* 
should not have controverted the 
fact, but kept a deep silence 
about them. Morus’s denial,t 
without one solid argument, and 
Senanebier’s artful explanation of 
these letters, joined to later write 
ings of Calvia, in which he ex. 
presses his mind in similar or 
more emphatical words, dissipate 
nearly every remaining doubt ; 
and, Sir, even if it could be 
brought to a demonstration that 
these letters were spurious, it 
would not invalidate the truth, 
** that Calvin desired indeed and 
promoted the death of Servetus.” 

Permit me, Sir, to lessen the 
disagreeable impression of this as- 
sertion on your sensible heart, 
that I here show you one presump- 
tive and strong motive, by which 
Valvin’s zeal must have become 
more inflamed. 


* Hist: Eccles. p, 116, 117. 
$ Mem. de Literat, vol. ii. 1711, Dec. 
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Servetus wrote a letter, pub. 
lished by La Rochet from the ori. 
ginal document, about six years 
before his death, to Abel Pepin, 
before a monk of the family of 
St. Francis, then one of the mini- 
sters in the reformed church at 
Geneva; in which, among other 
less crude expressions, he says, 
** Your gospel, viz. that of the 
reformed, is without one God, 
without true faith, without good 
works. In the place of one God, 
you have a three-headed Cerbe- 
rus; for true faith, you have a 
fatal dream ; and the good works 
you cal] idle shadows. The be. 
lief in Christ is with you a mere 
varnish, operating nothing. Man 
is with you a senseless block, and 
God a chimera of servile will.” 
He declared further, that he fore- 
saw his death for the cause of the 
gospel, and his attack upon the 
antichrist; and complained, “ that 
it had not been allowed him to 
correct some passages in his write 
ings, which were in possession of 
Calvin.” 

Let us reflect, Sir, how many 
combustible materials Servetus 
had brought together; let us re. 
flect on Calvin’s education, tem. 
per, and zeal, for what he bee 
lieved the truth ;—let us consider, 
that the persecution of an obsti- 
nate heretic was then deemed a 
meritorious work in a believer ;— 
that even Servetus did not shrink 
to defend that horrible doctrine 5]| 
and we shall not longer wonder 


+ Alex. Morus Orat. in Def. of Calvin, p. 72. 


n. xc. Pp. 359» 360. 


¥ Bibl. Raison. tom. i. part ii. pp. 173—175. See his Remonstrance to the Senate 
*f Geneva, in which he states, “ that they (obstinate heretics) may be exiéed”? It is 


true, exile differs materially from a capital 


that exile was, according to Servetus, t 


unishment, but it ought to be considered, 


¢ highest punishment, which lawfully 


tould be inflicted by a Christian magistrate. 
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at the issue, as soon 


stitutioChristianismi ; neither shall 
you or I be inclined to throw the 
first stone upon Calvin or Serve- 


Servetus tus, and place ourselves in their 
published bis ominous work, Re- circumstances. 







Iam, &c. 


CANDIDUS, 





—— 


ae 





MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 





ESTIMATE OF STRICTURES ON THE IMPROVED VERSION OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT.—LET@ER III. 


a, 


To the Editor of the 
May 12, 1810. 
SIR, 

The Eclectic reviewer of the 
I. V. observes, that ** the unrea. 
sonable rage for innovation, in 
ceruuin balt-tormed critics, but 
finished dogmatists, has establish. 
ed in many sober and pious minds 
a strong and jealous prejudice 
agaist all proposals of emenda. 
tion” Nothing, certainly, is 
more common, than for men in 
avoiding one extreme to fall into 
another. ‘Yet, a great authority® 
might have taught the * sober 
and ; ious’? persons of whom this 
Qu.hor speaks, that a zeal for re. 
fentiun may be quite as irrational 
and turbulent as zeal for innova. 
tiem. Among every denomination 
of Cliristians, there are men whose 
ardour outruns their judgment, 
whose confidence exceeds their 
learning. ‘To none of this cha. 
racter can the charge of being 
** haltsiormed critics, but finished 
dogmatists,” apply so well as those 
who, in the reviewer's words, 
$6 In rtinaci usly contend for read- 
ings demonstraoly spurious, vio. 
late the inutsputable rules ot moral 


* Lord Bacon. 


t Hist. View of Eng. Bib, Translations, p- * 


Monthly Repository. 


evidence, or make erroneous a 
sertions as to particular facts of 
that evidence.” 

He thinks that ‘* our Anglo. 
Saxon ancestors’? WCre 10 posses. 
sion of two versions of the Bible; 
the former, by Bede; the other, 
wholly or in part, ** by our pa 
triot king Alfred.” But, accord 
ing t» Newcome,t whose accuracy 
can seldom be questioned, Alired 
executed merely a translation of 
the Psalms ; and ** a Saxon tan 
lation of the Pentateuch, Joshua, 
part of the Looks of Kings, Esther, 
Judith, and the Maccabees, 's 
also attributed to Eliric, or Elfred, 
who was archbishop of Canterbury 
in the year 995.”’ The reviewers 
opinion may, possibly, have pr» 
ceeded from the similarity of the 
names of the monarch and the 
primate. 

His animadversions on th 
ceived translation, his decision 0% 
its merits and demerits, 1 shall 
net controvert, In this, @ ™ 
subsequent parts of his uisdertab- 
ing, I meet with proots of his rea” 
ing and reflection upon the subyer 
before him. Sometimes, indee% 


eC The 











rz 





his knowledge of it appears too 
elaborately displayed, as though 
his acquisitions were recent, and 
as though the persons for whom 
he immediately writes were in 
want of the information which he 
is capable of supplying ; and fre. 
quently he provokes a smile by 
his quaint and learned terms, But 
he has, evidently, taken pains to 
gain and communicate a correct 
acquaintance with the sources of 
biblical criticism. ‘To his cata. 
logue of eminent classical scho. 
lars, in p. 28, | cannot agree that 
the author of * The Doctrine of 
the Greek Article’ should be add. 
ed. Iam far from being satisfied 
that Dr. Middleton’s labours have 
materially contributed to eluci- 
date the construction of the N.'T. 
whatever services of this sort chey 
may have called forth on the part 
ofhis opponents. ‘Though a ree 
vision of the R. 'T. is not likely 
soon to have the sanction of pub. 
lic authority, yet, in the mean 
time, those aids towards it which 
have been afforded by individuals 
or societies, should nt be de. 
spised. And Iam much mistaken, 
if the reviewer, were he engaged 
in making such arevision, would 
not choose to have the I. V. open 
on his table, 

With the manner in which he 
answers the question, ‘ Whether 
that scriptural text which is the ba- 
sis of the English and of most other 
modern established versions, is so 
perfect as to forbid all endeavours 
to render it more exact and faith- 
ful? lam highly satistied. He has 
particularly succecded in placing 
ina perspicuous and familiar light, 
first, the nature and operation of 
the causes which have injured the 
text of the N. T. and then, the 
Proper methods of effecting its re. 
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storauion or amendment. The 
propositions, too, which he lays 
down, as the result of this disqui- 
sition, are clear, @idicious and 
important. 

In his account of the text which 
forms the basis of the I. V. he 
betows upon Griesbach that tri. 
bute of warm approbation which 
he has long deserved from. the 
votaries and patrons of biblical 
learning. A selection, moreoy ery 
is presented of the variations bes 
tween this exceilent scholar’s edi. 
tion of the N.'T. and the received 
text. ‘Lo a very large proportion 
of the readers of the FE. R. such a 
catalogue, I am persuaded, must 
have been a new and unexpected 
sight. ‘The reviewer himself sup- 
poses that they will be surprised 
at the number of words and clauses 
rejected as spurious; and, there. 
fore, assures them, that “ these 
rejections are made upon clear 
evidence.” He had_ previously 
expressed his confidence, that 
*¢ every competent person, and 
especially of those who sustain 
the responsible office of interpre. 
ters of the revealed will oi God, 
will ascend tw the proper sou, ces, 
and investigate that evidence for 
himself.’’ 

A man who can utter this sen. 
timent, so worthy of a Protestant, 
must, [am sure, be mortified to 
find, that the confidence which 
he thus avows, has, in one recent 
and memorable instance, | been 
fallacious. Ue has strenuously 
and successfully mainta:ned, that 
xucie is the true reading in Acts 
xx. 28. But Dr. Collyer, it 
seems, is either not willing or not 
competent to ** ascend to the pro. 
per source” of knowledge, in the 

ase, and to ** investigate the evi. 
dence for himself.’ That gentle. 
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man, as I learn from a certain 
ordination service,* admits xvgis 
to be the language of the apostle. 
But on what testimony does he 
admit it?) Why, Sir, on the 
suggestion of his learned friend, 
Dr. Smith! Wis confession shall 
be praised for its ingenuousness : 
it is creditable to his honesty as a 
man ; yet, it discloses a want of 
intelligence and of mental activity, 
which much affects his character 
asadivine. Prius disce qui do- 
ces. What am [to think of the 
theological and literary qualifica- 
tions of one, who, sustaining * the 
responsible office of an interpreter 
of the revealed will of God,”? and 
being further distinguished by the 
most honourable diploma in the 
faculty of divinity, is under the 
necessity of deriving this kind of 
information from the suggestion 
of a friend? Is Dr. Collyer a 
stranger then to Griesbach’s or 
any critical edition of the N. T. ? 
Is he ignorant of the rules of bi- 
blical criticism, and of the man. 
ner in which they are applied? 
Or is he so situated, that, ace 
cording to the words of Michaelis, + 
he can see only with foreign eyes, 
and believe on the authority of 
others, but has no conviction 
himself,—** a conviction, without 
which no man should presume to 
preach the gospel, even to a 
country congregation”? 

‘The E. R. also agrees with 
Griesbach, and with the editors 
of the I. V. in their reading of 
1 Tim. ii. 16. and in their rejec. 
tion of the famous clause in 1 John 
v.7. ‘To the remarks of Primi. 
tivus,} and others, in favour of 
whe translation which the editors 


* Ac Hammersmith, 
$ Mon. Rep. vol. iv. 


wan civen of tlie former passage, 
e who, &c.” I can add to, 
thing either in perspicuity or 
weight. 

In the judgment of the crit 
before me, Acts xx. 28. is rm 
scued, by the reading which the 
editors have adopted, from the 
charge of countenancing * the 
antiscriptural sense of passible De. 
ity.” Beyond all qyestion, the 
Scriptures teach no such doctrine 
in any sense. And it is much 
more to the purpose to observe, 
that this passage can no longer be 
adduced with propriety in bebalt 
of the supposed godhead of our 
Saviour. Of 1 Tim. iii. 16. itis 
not correct to affirm, that, al. 
though the reading be changed, 
the meaning remains exactly the 
same. Agreeably to the transla 
tion vindicated by Primitivus, the 
description is unequivocally that 
of a human being; and [ cannot 
but wish that the reviewer would 
consult a discourse upor it from 
the discriminating pen of Lardner.) 

“ The proofs,”? says this wnt. 
er, “ of our Lord’s true and pr- 
per godhead, remain uashaken: 
deduced from the prophetic de- 
scriptions of the Messiah’s person 
in the Old Testament—from the 
ascription to him of the epithets, 
the attributes, the works, and the 
homage, which are peculiar 
the Deity—and from those nume- 
rous and important relations which 
he is affirmed in Scripture to sus 
tain toward his holy and univers 
church, and toward each of 8 
true members.” 

Now, the insufficiency of sucb 
reasoning, its repugnance to the 
soundest principles of interprets 


t Introd. to N. T. (Marsh's Trans].) vol. i. P- 181, 
d Works, vol. x. p. 482, 

















tion, has been again and again [the introductory chapters] of 


exposed ; and, in confutation of 
the whole of it, stress is rightly 
laid on those passages which res 
present Jesus as being made to us 
what he is, and as deriving his 
excellencies, endowments = and 
prerogatives, from the One Infinite 
Source of power, grace and wis. 
dom. 

That spirit of Jesus which, on 
some occasions, restrained, and, 
on others, prompted his apostles, 
was the spirit communicated at 
the request and by the instrumen. 
tality of Jesus. On the rest of 
the texts quoted by the critic, I 
remark, in the language of Bishop 
Hurd,* that ‘* the word Christ 
is frequently used in the apostolic 
writings for the doctrine of Christ.” 

*¢ It must be confessed,’’ ob. 
serves the E, R. “* that, upon the 
testimony of Jerom and Epipha. 
nius, there is some defect in the 
external evidence for the portions 
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Matthew and Luke. There are, 
also, certain other difficulties from 
chronology, history and internal 
evidences, which we cannot ree 
gard as inconsiderable.” Here 
he writes with abundantly more 
diffidence and candour than the 
majority of the advocates of the 
popular theology; and _ his diffi. 
dence and candour are honoura. 
bly presumptive of his extent of 
information and diligence of in. 
quiry. Men of ignorance, men 
averse from discussion and exami- 
nation, are almost invariably ** fi- 
nished dogmatists,” and uncha. 
ritable zealots, 

I venture, Sir, to ask your in. 
dulgence, and teat of your rea. 
ders, for one letter more, which 
will complete the series of come 
munications thus ofiered to you, 
by 

Yours, &c. 
N, 





TO THE DISTRIBUTORS OF BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS, 


a 


Honoured Gentlemen, 

Nothing is perfect in our world. 
You know, that almost all the 
New Testament was originally 
written in the Greek language, 
and the copies of it multiplied, 
for about fifteen centuries, by the 
pen, and not by the press. As 
this was the case, many crrors 
Would unavoidably get into the 
text. And this we know to be 
the fact, as there are many dif- 
ferent readings in the best MS 
Copies now extant. 

It is well known to the learned, 
of diflerent denominations of 
Christians, that the printed copy 
of the Greek Testament, which 


* Lectures on Proph, vol. ii. p. 21+ (4th ed.) 


our English Testament is a transe 
lation of, was indirectly compiled 
from a very few Greek MSS, and 
those, generally, not of the most 
perfect kind. This was done 
about the year 1621. ‘** Since 
that time, upwards of three hun- 
dred MSS. of the whole, or differs 
ent parts of the New Testament, 
ave been collated by learned 
men with much care, indust 
and skill.” Of these MSS. some 
are of far greater antiquity and 
authority than any of those upon 
which the received text js founded, 
two only exceptéd, 


From these MSS. a vast nume 


ber of various readings have beer 
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extracted; by the assistance of 
which, the Greek Testament, pub. 
lished by the learned, judicious 
and impartial Dr. Griesbach, is 
much improved. And these stu- 
dies have been carried to such an 
extent, that it is believed that no. 
thing more material can be done, 
to bring the text nearer the ori- 
ginal standard, 

Now, it appears from this ine 
valuable copy of the Greek Tes. 
tament, that the following pase 
sages (not now to mention many 
others) should read as follows: 
Acts xx. 28. The church of the 
Lord, &c. 1 Tim. i. 16. Who 
vas manifested in the flesh, &c. 
that 1 John v. 7. is spurious; 
and, therefore, should be dropt; 
Jude v. 25. To the only God, our 
Saviour, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, (be) glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, (as) before 
all time, so now, and throughout 
allages. Amen. And Rev.i. 11. 
should be read without, ** I am 
Alpha and Omega, the first and 
the last.” 

I therefore beg leave to submit 
it to your very serious considera. 
tion, whether you will not be 
highly to blame, if, knowing 
these things, you continue to dis. 
perse the present erroneous English 
copies of the New Testament with- 
out correcting them. The Al. 
mighty God says, Ye shall not 






add unto the word which I ¢gp. 
mand you, &c. Deut. iv, 9, Aw 
our blessed Lord says, If ADY 0p 
shall add to these things, Go 
shall add to him the plagues thy 
are written in this book, &€¢, Re. 
xxil. 18, 19.—Therefore, thy 
erroneous translations should & 
corrected, or perfect ones adie 
at the end of the book, 

It is too late to hide the 
things from the common people: 
and it would be both dishonour. 
ble and criminal to attempt i. 
Truth can do no person any ham, 
And the work is not ours, bu 
God’s. All that we have to do, 
is, to give the world as perfect: 
copy of the New Testament as w: 
possibly can. If you, Sirs, shi! 
it off, depend upon it, God wil 
raise up reformers from some other 
quarters, on whom he will conier 
that honour which you may nor 
secure to yourselves. 

If you should doubt of the at- 
curacy of these observations, pleas 
to read the second edition « 
Griesbach’s Greek Testament; 
Michaelis’s Introd. to the N.7. 
by Marsh, vol. ii. p. 834, 878- 
887 ; Butler’s Hore Biblica, v0 
i. p. 162. 4th edit. ; or the Eclec- 
tic Review for March 1809. 

lam, 
Yours, 





ON PREACHING 


UNITARIANISM. 


—_———__— 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Lambrook, near South Petherton, 
Dec. 19, 1809. 
SIR, 
The following queries being 
considered of great and lasting im- 
portance, are sent for insertion in 


your liberal and useful Repository.- 


Some of them, it is hoped, *” 
draw the attention of your zealous 
and enlightened corres} eet 
And, should they be the means? 
calling forth to the field a oe" 
able querist or defender ol an op 
declaration. of truth, than °° 
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resent correspondent, his hopes 
will be fully and satistactorily 
answered. With sentiments of 
gratitude to those of your corres 
pondents that are no ** bush- 
fighters ;"—with a sincere wish, 
that all the defenders of truth may 
openly avow it, not only in the 
pulpit, but in giving their own 
signatures to their communica. 
tions ;—and with an ardent desire, 
that the Repository may increase 
in circulation, as well as useful. 
Ness, I am, 
Yours, &c. 
THOMAS DAVIS. 


1. If Unitarianism (i. e. the 
doctrine of the proper unity and 
unrivalled supremacy of God, and 
of the proper or simple humanity 
of Chnst) is the doctrine of the 
gospel, is it not therefore to be 
plainly taught and inculcated from 
the pulpit? 

2. Should the above be an- 
swered inthe affirmative, it is fur- 
ther asked, How long can an Uni- 
tarian minister remain with a con. 
gregation, without making his 
sentiments known to the same, 
consistent with a principle of come 
mon honesty, not to speak of 
Christian integrity ? 

3. It may be answered to the 
last query, that the prejudices, 
Kc. of the audience are to be con- 
sidered; and every one is to de- 
termine for himself, and to act as 
his situation or circumstances re- 
quire; and that every discretion. 
ary person will divulge the truth 
gradually, as he sees the people 
able to bear it, &c. &c. &c.— 
Upon this is grounded my third 
query. It one degree of prejudice 
isa satisfactory reason that a mi- 
mister should conceal his senti- 
ments for, for instance, one year, 





Unitartanism. esy7 


will not six such degrees of pre. 
judice be as good and satisfactory 
a reason for another to conceal 
them for ser years? And, if 
any one could prove that his au- 
dience possessed such prejudices, 
that would as well justify him in 
concealing his opinions through 
life, as the prejudices of another 
audience justified its minister for 
concealing /as for one or six years, 
what reply could be made? Or, 
could he be called timid or insine 
cere, more than a person who 
conceals his sentiments for only 
one year, because of the above 
reasons? 

4, What is meant by the plirase, 
*¢ speaking the truth by degrees ?” 

5. Is not the practice of giving 
a sermon upon particular disputed 
points, for instance, once in six 
or twelve months, a justification 
of this conclusion, that such per- 
sons do not wish to convince their 
audience, or to prove that they 
are not afraid of declaring their 
sentiments ? 

6. Do not those ministers, who 
seldom or never preach their pe- 
culiar tenets, most plainly ac- 
knowledge that they are not of 
much importance, and that they 
belong more particularly to use- 
less speculation than beneficial 
practice? 

7. It is generally, at least by 
many, believed, that those whe 
exercise great caution in preach. 
ing the truth; to speak more 
plainiy, that those who conceal 
the greatest part of their belief, 
are more successful than the open, 
unreserved avowers of Usitarian. 
ism. Now, does not matter of 
fact loudly declare in this manner, 
that these who conceal their sen. 
timents, after preaching for pro- 
bably half a century to the same 
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people, have been turned out of 
their pulpits to give room to bold 
enthusiastic champions of reputed 
orthodoxy, whilst the zealous, but 
temperate defender of simple truth 
has kept his place, and brought 
many to the knowledge of pure 
Christianity ? 

8. Is not the comparatively 
little success of Unitarianism in a 
very great deg: e to be attributed 
to the indifference, the worldly 
policy, or timidity, or false idea 
of candour, that exisis In its pub- 
lic teachers? 

9. Has it not been considered 
as a desirable thing, that the pvor 
should come to the knowledge of 
Unitarianism? If so, ought not 
a full, simple, intelligible state. 
ment and defence of it, to be fre. 
quently made from the pulpit? 
For, in what other way can he 
that is poor become acquainted 
with it? 

10, But it has frequently been 
said, in answer to the above que. 
ry, that Jrequently to inculcate 
Unitarian principles, would be 


disgusting to the more enlightened 
part of the audience, for they 
know or have read of these points 
and gained full satisfaction ; and 
that they come to meeting tobe 
reminded of their duty, and tobe 
better established in principles of 
piety and devotion. Not to say, 
that there is hardly one ofa hun. 
dred but that wants to be remind- 
ed of Unitarian principles, or to 
have further explanation of the 
Scripture; it is replicd or asked, 
Suppose that another should say, 
that he wants to be taught the 
truth more than any thing else, 
would this be a reason for the m- 
nister of that place to preach doc- 
trine only? And if the totally 
practical hearers are to be grat. 
fied, is not this pleasing men? 
But, why should we talk of prac 
tical and doctrinal preachiag? bs 
not doctrine connected with prac 
tice? And may. it not be said 
very often, that though it b long. 
ed to doctrine, the sermon Wa 
practical ? 





DEMOCRITUS’ DOUBTS ON THE SUBJECT OF PHILOSOPHICAL 


FRER 


WILL. 


mee 


To the Editor of the 
London, Dec. 13, 1809. 
SiR, 

I need scarcely inform you that 
Tam no metaphysician, for that 
you will soon perceive; but ex. 
pecting there may be one amongst 
yuur correspondents, induces me 
to request, if such there be, that 
he or you will have the goodness 
to satisly a few doubts which | 
labour under, on the subject of 
philos phical free.will, ) 

You may, if you please, Sir, 
consider me in practice a Neces. 
sarian or a Libertarian, to me it 


Monthly Repository. 

is “ perfectly immaterial” which ; 
of myself, at present, I can only 
say, homo sum, 

Casting my eyes a few. days f° 
over some books which had been 
thrown aside as lumber by an 'f 
norant domestic, I met with Dr. 
Beattie’s celebrated ** Essay 
Tryith.” “Dr. Beattie, you know, 
Sir, was the opponent and fe- 
futer of ume; [had, therefore, 
the curiosity to read bis ideas 
the subject ‘* of liberty and nece* 
sity,” (p. 2. c. 2. § 3.) Pum 
derstand, Sir, there are differe™ 
1 


a fA ~_- ne — fe 











opinions on the stvle of this sec. 
tion of the dector’s essay = some 
considering it a remarkably elegant 
and chaste composition, abound. 
ing in epigrammane point, and 
conclusive in reasoning; others 
(sceptics, I suppose) thinking it 
flippant, acrimonious, tall of ab. 
surdand vulgar antitheses, of dis- 
torted argument and false rea. 
soning— 

“ Who shall decide when doctors 

disagree, 

And soundest casuists doubt ?” 

But, whatever may be the opi- 
nions on this subject, the fact is, 
that Dr. Beatiie acquired great, 
and no doubt deserved fame, for 
thus nobly and disinteresicd!s 
stepping torward in defence ot 
*‘common sense” against ** per. 
plexing sophistry,’? and meritori- 
ously refuting the atheistrcal 
Hume; whom, trom the head of 
the church to the tail—from the 
king upon his threne, and their 
graces, the most reverend fathers 
in God, the archbishops, upon 
theirs, to the beadle and the 
graveedigger, it was the fashion 
ot the day to abuse or refute ; 
which words, I understand, are 
with some (otherwise very pious) 
theologians synonimous, 

[ have, Sir, already assured 
you, that [am no met physician ; 
and I think you will not accuse 
me of having been in any danger 
ot becoming one from reading Dr. 
Beattic’s Kssay.—I do not believe 
tt has had ¢hat effect. 

Othe: writers, I am informed, 
suchas Dr, Reid and Dr. Gregory, 
Have discussed the subjects of li. 
berty and necessity, but [did not 
think it would bx proper to treat 


» Beattie with the disrespect ot 


not trusting entirely to him; for 
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what a person like myself, not 
skilled in metaphysics, might 
otherwise, perhaps, have doubted, 
‘¢ that we cannot do some things, 
but have it in our power to do 
others: thatI can, e.g. take up 
my staff from the ground, but 
cannot lift a stone ofa thousand 
weight; that I cannot ascené to 
the clouds, nor sink downwards to 
the centre of the earth ; that when 
2 manasks me a question, I have 
if in my power to answer or be 
silent ;*’ and other like grave and 
metaphysical truths. He has also 
proved or afiirmed, (which, Usup- 
pose, in the language of this sci- 
ence to mean the same.) that the 
doctrine of philosophical necessity 
is neither more nor less than 
* Fate;” and that a philosophical 
necessarian is of course a ** Fa. 
talist,” by which he must mean 
one who believes in * a_ blind 
fate and» a fatherless, deserted 
world.” 

Now, all this was new to me, 
for I had heard it said, that a 
necessarian does believe ina God ; 
and I had also understood that 
his creed is the same with that of 
the Roman poet, ** Deus est ubi- 
cungue mouvemur ;’’ but in this, 
peraps, my informant was mis. 
taken, from not being sufficiently 
well acquainted with the doctrine 
he undertook to explain. And I 
am the mure induced to think so, 
from a passage in a very sensible 
letter in.your Repository, for 
October, signed E. N. (who ape 
pears himscif to be a metaphysi- 
cian,) wherein I find there are 
66 viglent assertors of nec« ssity.”” 
Previous to reading this, I did not 
think there were, or, indeed, could 
be such persons; because my 


friend bad also informed me, that 


he has taken great pains to show, ynecessaria!s believed the human 
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mind to be absolutely and irresist- 
ibly influenced and determined by 
motives: whiercas, Hf this were 
the fact, wiclence could never 
consistently be resorted to by them, 
as they must know (if any persons 
do) that argument has so much 
greater effect on rational berugs 5 
and, therefore, practically, there 
could be no such thing as a vi0- 
lent necessarian; but in this, I 
suppose, my informant was also 
mistaken. 

Your corresponds iil i. N. hav- 
ing read dume on the subject of 
necessity, does not appear to be 
convinced, but has, like myself, 
stillsome very formidable ditficul- 
tics on his mind; and no wonder 
he has, after perusing this doubting 
philosopher. I would have re. 
ferred him to Dr. Beattie for re- 
lief, and if that had failed, I am 
informed, it is probable, Dr. 
Hartley, Dr. Priestley, or Dr. 
Crombte, might have afforded it 
tohim; but he has applied to 
you, Sir, and [ hope through 
your means he will obtain satis. 
faction. 


A similar motive, Sir, that of 


being relieved from my difficul. 
tices, has led me also tu apply to 
you; tor though I have read Dr, 
Beattie with all the attention he 
deserves, | must confess I am not 
so far convinced by his arguments 
of the truth of the doctrine of phi- 
losophical liberty, as to have no 
doubts remaining ; nor, indeed, 
am [without my fears for the con. 
sequences of that doctrine. But 
this may be from my ignorance ; 
I theretore speak under correc. 
von. 

My doubts and my fears I shall 
briefly state, hoping, as I before 
mMmenuohiecdc. toat you, or son 
one of your meta; bysival triends, 


wil be able to set my mind g 
rest. 

I am informed, Sir, that aphi. 
losophical libertarian _ possesyy 
within him a sclf-enisting, self 
determining witli; which enable 
him to do whateycr he pleases, ¢i. 
ther with a mouve or withouta 
motive ; when motives are equal, 
or contrary to ail motives, be 
they ever su strong. This will, | 
understand, 1s subject to no con 
trol, neither divine nor human; 
and is, therefore, regulated by 
no laws cither of God or man, but 
exists perfectly tree and indepen. 
dent of every being and of every 
thing. 

Though I received this informe 
tion frony good authority, yet | 
must own I have my doubts, whee 
ther any person be in possession of 
such a faculty or power, because, 
if he were, Limagine his attention 
would be directed by nothing but 
chance, and his character would 
be formed by nothing but caprice; 
for, as he could at his pleasure 
refuse to be acted upon by mo- 
tives, though ever so strong oF # 
properly applied, so nothing could 
vith even the very lowest degree 
of probability be predicated of his 
actions iu ally given situation ;— 
thus I doubt whether such a (@- 
pricious and anomalous bein 
would be a proper subject either 
of divine or of human government; 
and so far from his being suited 
to the society of rational beings, 
I much question whether evea 
Mr. Warburton or Mr. L’ Homme 
would not refuse to take him Uae 
der his care. 

If, however, it can be sats 
factorily shewn, that there ar 
persons of this description, it may 
be as well for me to inquire 10% 
taiher than trouble you again 0 








ay 
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the subject, at what age they at- that the belief in such a dectrine 
tain this privilege; for though i as that of philosophical liberty, 
have arrived at *° man’s estate,’? may lead, not indirectly, but di. 
1am not yet conscious that | am rectly and immediately, to abso. 
in possession of this undefinable lute and undiscuised atheism. 
power 5 and I am tokd that the On these points, Sir, | hope to 
persons who do possess It are Cons receive satisfactory information, 
scious of having it, and that itis through the medium of your in. 
indeed the strongest and, perhaps, partial Repository ; 
Andam, Sir, 

Yours, &e. 

DLMOCRILUS, 


only prool of its eXistence. 
I have little more to add. My 
fear, Sir, (groundless, T hope, ) 1s, 


THE QUESTION OF A LITURGY DISCUSSED.——-LETTER II. 


—EEaEE—— 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Norwich, May 25, 1810. devout Christian, and will come 
SIR, up before the throne of heaven 
Having examined the autho. with equal acceptance, as an ad. 
rityon which the use of a liturgy dress which is polished with the 
rests, and endeavoured to ascers utmost care and assiduity, and 
tain how far the introduction of finished by the nicest rules of hu. 
one among dissenting congregas man cloquence. Some persons, 
tions has succeeded, it now bee I am well aware, attend public 
comes necessary to Inquire into worship for the avowed purpose 
the advantages or disadvantages of being amused,  Florid declas 
likely to result from the disuse of mation, an imposing and theatri. 
free prayer, and the adoption ci- cal manner, or a wellewritten mos 
ther of a printed form or written ral essay, are to them abundantly 
prayers. sufficient, without any recommen. 
We are told that a liturgy will dation of Christian principles or 
ensure Correct and proper lan. Christian duties, To such it is 
guage, and prevent the vulgar, not at present my Intention to ade 
Coarse, and frequently disgusting dress myself. But, 
addresses to the Deity, which are Qdly, I should completely deny 
to be heard among those who use that the greatest propriety of sene 
free prayer. Inthe Ist place, it timent and expression are incom. 
should be remembered, that pray- patible with free prayer, Have 
er is the feeling of the heart, and there not been instances innume. 
not merely the expression of the rable of the most perfect propriety 
lips ; and that a preacher would ot expression and the most correct 
do well to reflect, that an address choice of language, being used 
to the Father of mercies, how- by such as have never written a 
ever plain and simple, however prayer? I appeal to those who 
unadorned or unstudied, ifflow- have sat under such ministers as 
ing immediately from the heart, have been trained up in the use 
and dictated by a spirit of real pie of free prayer, whether they have 
ty, will be heard with at least been often disgusted by unbecom. 
equal interest by the sincere and ing, vulgar, or trifling language ? 
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Because a cobler chooses to leave 
his stall, or a tailor to descend 
from his shopboard, and having 
dubbed himself a divine, pours 
forth an incoherent rhapsody of 
vulgarity and nonsense, is the 
practice of free prayer to be con- 
demned and abandoned? Surely, 
because such men disgrace and 
dishonour a solemn and interest. 
ing duty, itis noton that account 
the less excellent in itself. If 
those who intend to take upon 
themselves the important duties of 
a dissenting minister, have either 
a natural incapacity for them, or 
are too indolent to apply them. 
selves to their attainment, let 
them engage in some other em. 
ployment. But stead of suiting 
ihemselves to the ministry, they 
must suit the ministry to them. 
bhi y are not content with follow. 
ing the practice of our Saviour 
aud his apostles, but they must 
set to work to improve and amend 
it. What has a liturgy done for 
the established church? has it 
made zealous ministers and at. 
tenuve hearers?) ‘This, I believe, 
will not be contended. On the 
contrary, has it not rendered many 
of the former indolent, careless, 
and unconcerned about a prepa. 
ration tor their important office ? 
and does it not spread lisilessness 
and inattention over the latter? 
Let the dissenters take warning 
by thisexample: let them beware 
how they discourage free prayer, 
and introduce written forins and 
liturgies. Let them beware, lest 
an adoption of the practice of the 
church do not lead to the same 
fatal effects, and introduce the 
same levity and unconcern, the 
sume fully and dissipation among 


* Turner's Sermon preached before the academy. 


dissenting ministers, as at present 

too strongly characterise the cle, 

gymen ot the establishment, And 

here I cannot but lament the sys. 

tem which is pursued wiih regard 

to the divinity students at the 
York Academy. If 1 am rightly 
informed, the practice of free 
prayer is not only neglected, but 
forbidden, and no prayer except 
a written one is suffercad to be used 
by any of the students. Now, 
with all possible respect tor th 

eminent talents and unwearied in. 
dustry of the wortlry and learner 
tutor who is at the heac of that 
academy, I cannot help teeling 
both surprise and regret at his 
prohibiting and preventing a me 

of prayer, Which he knews has pre. 
sailed most successfully amongst 
ahnost all dissenting congrega 
tions till of late yeais, and t 
which very many sincere and pious 
Christians are most ardently ate 
tached, Surely, in an academy 
whose just pride it is, that “ it 
only text-book is the Bible,’* the 
liberty to choose between free 
and written prayer ought to be 
permitted, and that mode which 
our Saviour and his apostles used, 
atleast, tolerated. 

Another advantage of a liturgy 
we are told is, that people woule 
Know what their ministers are 2% 
ing to say; whereas now, they 
are in entire ignorance of the ¢s 
pressions he will choose to adopt 
This, in my humble epinioa; § 
no disadvantage, but the contraty. 
Where people hear the same words 
over and over again, Sunday alte! 
Sunday, without the possibility 
of change or variation, they will, 
we know from experience, heat 
Without attention. Free pray 





—_ 
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on the contrary, will keep alive 
the attention both of ministers and 
people. In the one it will beget 
a spirit of devotion, @ serious 
frame and temper of mind; and 
in the other, indiflerence and 
coldness will be excluded, and 
the faculties of the soul fixed to 
their noblest employment, the 
social worship of God. Besides, 
free prayer gives room for the 
adaptation of our devotional ad- 
dresses to peculiar circumstances, 
to peculiar seasons of rejoicing 
and thankfulness, or of humilia- 
tion and affliction, cither national 
or individual, which advantage 
would be entirely removed by the 
use of a liturgy. 

But admitting, for a moment, 
that some advantage might result 
from the use of aliturgy, I should 
be glad to be informed who are to 
draw it up, who are to make this 
bed of Procrustes, by which the 
consciences of all Unitarian con. 
gregations are to be measured? 
Are we to have a conclave of our 
divines, at whose pleasure this lie 
turgy is to be fabricated, altered, 
andamended from time to time? 
Fither this must be the case, 
which 1 do not apprehend we 
should be exactly disposed to re- 
lish, or the idea of Primitivus 
must be abandoned, as altogether 
visionary and impracticable. 

Having trespassed so long on 
your patience and that of your 
readers, I shall now finish with a 
quotation from a small tract on 
this subject, written by Dr. John 
Taylor, formerly minister in this 
city. 

* The case, my dear country- 
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men, In every view, 1s very plain. 
You read in your assemblies the 
pure word of God: your mini-« 
sters, to the best of their abilities, 
instruct and pray according to 
thatrule. And according to that 
rule, you since rely endeavour to 
form your religious sentiments, 
leaving your fellow Christians per. 
fectly tree todo the same, and 
living with them In peace, and in 
all offices of love and goodness, 
though they’may happen in some 
things to differ from you in judg- 
ment. Thus you improve in 
knowledge and piety, faith and 
charity; and what would you 
have more? You pray as trom 
the beginning of the world the 
patriarchs prayed; you pray as 
our blessed Lord prayed; you 
pray as the holy servants of God, 
the prophets and apostles, prayed. 
I mayadd, you pray as angels 
would pray, should they come 
down and officiate in your asseme 
blies. 

** If once you desert your Scrip- 
ture principles, and give into the 
inventions of busy heads, you 
may be left to wander and lose 
yourselves in the devious paths 
of the vainest imaginations. Some 
things have already been moved, 
and others will follow, as igno. 
rance, vanity, assurance, a lust 
of power, love of novelty, an avers 
sion to study and labour, a disree 
gard to Scripture principles, a 
contempt of gospel simplicity, and 
other evil effects and conse. 
quences.”’ 

lam, Sir, 
Your constant reader, 
An UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN, 
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INQUIRY CONCERNING NICHOLAS AND THOMAS WARRRy, 


——_————————— 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, 

One advantage, among others, 
of your Repository, has teen 
found to be that of procuring in- 
formation respecting persons, con- 
cerning whom your correspon. 
dents have had occasion to make 
inquiry, but have made it among 
their acquaintance in vain. The 
object of my present address is to 
gain intelligence concerning a Mr, 
Warren, of Cranbrook, whose 
name appears in an advertisement 
prefixed to a volume of sermons, 
lately sent to me, without any in. 
formation to whom I am indebted 
for them. 

The title of the volume is as 
follows: ** Sermons by the Rev. 
Thomas Warren, many years rece 
tor of St. Elizabeth, in Jamaica, 
and Chaplain to the Hono tavle 
the House of Assembly there. 
London, printed by Galabin and 
Marchant, 1809.” 


But no pub. 
lisher’s name 


inserted, nor is 
any editor mentioned, neither is 
there any account given of the 
reason of printing these discourses, 
(which are sixteen in number, and 
elegantly printed,) but all that is 
said of them is contained in the 
advertisement, of which this js 
anexact copy. ‘* The following 
discourses are littlemore than am. 
plifications of some manuscript 
sermons of my respected father on 
the same subjects, They were 
delivered by me to small congre- 
gations in Jamaica, principally 


for the purpose of enforcing that 
most important point of Christian 
doctrine, that religion and mora. 
lity, pure religion and good works, 
are inseparable. If any of the 
arguments or exhortations con. 
vince the understanding or warm 
the heart, strengthen the faith or 
animate the virtue of the reader, 
the labours ot the composer and 
the editor will be better rewarded 
than by any other praise. 
THOMAS WARREN, 

Son of the Rev. Nicholas Warren, many 


years a pes of the gospel, at 
Cranbrook, in Kent.” 


It is presumed, that this Mr. 
N. Warren was a dissenting mine 
ster; and I have a faint recollec. 
tion of having heard that he was 
some way related to Dr. Lardner, 
which apprehension is somewhat 
confirmed by the situation of the 
place where he preached ; Cran 
brook being near Hawkhurst, 
which, according to Dr. Kipplsy 
was the piace of Dr. Lardners 
nativity and of his interment.* 

Possibly, Sir, some one of your 
inquisitive correspondents may be 
able to furnish your readers with 
some account of this Mr. Nicholas 
Warren; as also of his son, who 
has shown this partiality to his fa- 
ther’s compositions; and of the 
occasion, time and circuinstances 
of his conformity to the church 
of England. This would particue 
larly gratify 

Your Occasional Correspondent. 


* In turning to Kippis’s Memoirs of Lardner, I cast my eye on the following 


po ad 96. 


a series 


tainment to the public ? 


“ My friend, Dr. Towers, has favoured me with the perusal 
setters written to Dr. Flemming, by Dr. Lardner, in which he f 
disclosed his thoughts concerning men and things,” 


these letters? If in being, would not a selection from 


uery—What is become 
a3 afford a high ente™ 
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OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH: 


A Discourse delivered at the opening of theWinter Evening Lece 


tures, of the First Unitarian Society in Philadelphia, Sth of Noy.’ 


1809, by RK. EppoweEs. 


—— a 


Gal. iv. 18. Jt is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing. 


Another season, my Christian 
friends, has revolved, and leaves 
us in our little society, as at the 
outset, like sheep without a shep- 
herd, obliged to go in and out, 
and find pasture by ourselves and 
for ourselves. In such a situa- 
tion it might have been thought 
very improbable, that we should 
have continued to exist at the pre- 
sent period; nor do we pretend 
to say that it is altogether such as 
we should choose if an alterna. 
tive were within our reach. We 
fully appreciate the advantages 
arising from the faithful services 
of an able and zealous pastor ; we 
hold such a character in high esti- 
mation; and are deeply sensible 
how very defective in imparting 
a suitable tone and dignity to the 
public devotions of a Christian 
church, must be the endeavours 
of persons whose attention is ne. 
cessarily directed, in a consider. 
able degree, to concerns of a dif- 
ferent nature. 

Nevertheless, from the proof 
to which these attempts have now 
lor such a length of time been sub- 
jected, we perceive and we rejoice 
in the establishment of some points 
of considerable importance (as we 
believe) to the cause of rational 
religion and Christian liberty. 
One of them is this: when we 
speak of the great respect we 
should entertain for the person, 
who might sustain the pastoral re. 
lation to our society, we wish it 
to be understood that it would not 
be for any thing supposed to be 
inherent in his oficial character, 


but according to the strict letter 
of the scriptural injunction, ** for 
his work’s sake.” Wecan, toge. 
ther with every friend to sound 
sense and foe to superstition, smile 
at the pretensions to superior sanc- 
tity derived from, and the ima. 
ginary importance attached to, 
apostolic succession, the ceremo. 
nial of ordination, peculiarity of 
habit, and dignity of title We 
cannot be of opinion that the unc. 
tion of the Holy Ghost is conse. 
quent upon any of these ; or that 
sacred things are prophaned when 
taken into other hands. The sim. 
ple question is—** Whether the 
office of a Christian teacher was 
instituted for the benefit of the 
people, or whether the people are 
to be considered as an appendage 
to the office, and to be collected 
intoa flock for the emolument and 
dignity of those who should oc. 
cupy it??? The answer cannot 
be dificult, when we recollect 
that even ** the son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister.”? ‘ihe highest sounding 
ecclesiastical titles, without the 
people, are mere non.entities— 
nothing butempty names, Where. 
as, the people, with the Scriptures 
in their hands, may forma ree 
gularly-constituted church: they 
may adopt that mode of worship 
which to them appears to be most 
contormable to the gospel rule: 
they may employ whomsoever 
they think best qualified to cone 
duct their religious services; and 
it would be nothing less than spi- 
ritual tyranny to impose such a 
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character upon them without con- 
sulting them at all, as is in some 
countries the practice; nor, al. 
though not in an equal degree cen- 
surable, can the confinement of 
their choice to a particular class 
of men be deemed any other than 
an infringement of their just and 
undoubted rights. This maxim, 
equally sound as applied either to 
civil or ecclesiastical government, 
we conceive to be fully exemphi- 
fied by the existence of our society 
in its present form, and think it 
must be viewed with complacency 
by every real friend of rational 
freedom. 

We find another source of satis- 
faction in observing, that the Uni- 
tarian principle is of sufficient 
strength to keep a number of wor. 
shippers together, without the 
adventitious aids which have com- 
monly the greatest influence in the 
formation of religious socicties. 
This, however, though a subject 
of congratulation, is by no means 
of wonder, You, my Unitarian 
brethren, have probably found 
yourselves (as 1 am sure I have 
done) in a most distressing dilem. 
ma. Your early habits have 
taught you the love of social wor. 
ship: your convictions and expe. 
rience have shown you its great 
importance to individual and pub- 
lic virtue. And while no other 
than Trinitarian worship was to be 
found all around you, your only 
alternative has been to neglect the 
duty altogether, or to run the 
hazard of having your feelings ha- 
rassed and your attention drawn 
aside, by addresses to other beings 
than the only supreme and | giti- 
mate object of devout homage, 
and with ajusions to doctrines 
which you could not but believe 
were highly derogatory from his 
all-perfect character. But hav- 





ing experienced the relief, th 


satisfaction, the c 


mafort, of Oi. 


ing In religious services excly, 
sively directed to the One Great 
Eternal Spirit, of waiting upon 
God without distraction, and 
obeying what you are convinced 
is his first and great commen: 
ment, you have been content t 
excuse the want of oratorical de. 
clamation, and to accept of the 
unostentatious productions of pre- 
pared composition, instead of the 
more brilliant effusions of unpre. 


meditating genius. 


Our numbers, it is true, are 
small; and we are far trom af. 


fecting a fastidious 


to their increase. 
cate additions to 


inditierence a 
But we depre- 
them by any 


other means than through convit- 


tion of the truth of our principles, 
atier full and impartial examina. 
lion; and we have evcsy reason 
to wait with patience and calm. 
ness the result of such a modeol 


making converts, 


In fact, % 


strongly and directly do the né- 
tural operations of reason tend to 
confirm that grand principle ot 
revealed religion, the Unity a 
God, that the very absurdity of 4 
plurality of divine beings, or that 
trinity and equality can be Cols 
sistent with unity, 1 gradually 
working its own extinction. There 
was a time when the belief of tt 
and of its sister-error, transub- 
stantiation, might be said ro be 


universal, 


It survived as We 


that, as many other papal cor- 
ruptions, at the wra of the refor- 
mation, and was retained in allt 
extravavance in Protestant ¢ j 


and confessions. 


But, the fetter 


of spiritual despotism once ™* 


laxed, Reason soon began 
claim her violated rights, 


tG me 
and 


may individuals were found a 
nobiy asserted the divine unity | 








its true, scriptural and ratio val 
meaning. ‘These, however, | re- 
sently became subject to obl quy 
and persecution from the very 
people who were glorying in their 
emancipation trom the thraldom 
of the Roman church, and justi- 
fying it on the ground of natural 
and imprescriptable right. Yea, 
not more than ten years subse. 
quent to the memorable British 
Revolution, when it might have 
been supposed that the grounds 
both of civil and religious liberty 
had been thoroughly explored and 
well understood, it was enacted 
by statute, ** That if any person 
professing the Chrisuan religion, 
or educated in the same, shall, 
by writing, printing, teaching, or 
advised speaking, deny any one of 
the persons in the Holy ‘Trinity to 
be God, or maintain that there 
are more Gods than one,” (that 
is, who shall deny that three and 
one are the same thing,) he shall, 
upon the first offence, be rendered 
incapable to hold any office or 
place of trust ; and for the second, 
be rendered incapable of bringing 
any action, being guardian, exec 
utor, legatee, or purchaser of 
lands, and shail suffer three years’ 
imprisonment without bail.” —_ If 
Protestants in general were 
chargeable with invading those 
rights in others which they had so 
justly and successfully asserted 
for themselves, in opposition to 
the usurpations of Rome, Protest- 
ant Dissenters, who had gone 
yet greater lengths in vindicating 
the claims of private judgment, 
did not escape the imputation ofa 
like inconsistency. Excluded 
from the emoluments of the esta. 
blishment, on account of their 
honconformity with the articles 


of the national church, they 
VOL, v. 


Zeal in the Cause of Religious Truth. 


297 


pursued with the inveterate ma. 
levolence of bigotry many of 
their brethren who, in like man- 
ner, departed from the Westmin. 
ster confession of faith, and en. 
deavoured by every possible means 
to ruin their reputation and obe 
struct their usefulness. An asso- 
ciation of divines was formed in 
the West of England, which, for 
several years, assumed inquisito- 
rial powers; and, as far as in 
them lay, prevented the ordina- 
tion and settlement of ministers, 
who would not subscribe to the 
first of the articles of the establish. 
ment, or to the answers of the 5th 
and 6th questions of the Assem. 
bly’s Shorter Catechism, which 
assert the divine unity in a trinity 
of. persons. But this state of 
things did not continue long. Both 
churchmen and dissenters were 
aware of what all ecclesiastical 
history testifies, that persecution 
only assists to spread the tenets it 
is intended to suppress; and the 
most rigid zealots became ashamed 
of opposing, by these unworthy 
methods, opinions entertained and 
advocated by such eminent Chae 
racters as Sir Isaac Newton, John 
Locke and Nathanic!l Lardner. 
From the period that this mode 
of attack has been laid aside, and 
penal statutes have become a dead 
letter, the progress of Unitarian. 
ism has indeed been slow, but 
certain and permanent. ven 
the pious and excellent Watts, in 
the latter part of his time, had 
** abated much of his younger 
assurance” upon orthedox points ; 
and whoever will peruse the writ. 
ings of the most eminent dissenting 
ministers who succeeded him will 
find a gradual departure from 
these tenets, and a strong leaning 
towards, if not an open avowal 
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of, the Arian doctrine. Since 
the time of the illustrious Priest- 
ley, whose name this society has 
the honour of having enrolled 
among its records, and this coun. 
try that of containing his remains 
in its bosom, matters have assum- 
ed a more decided aspect. He 
has fully demonstrated that the 
doctrine of One God and one me- 
diator was the doctrine originally 
taught by Christ and his apostles, 
and that whatever contradicts it, 
is an innovation and corruption. 
Its advocates, emboldened by his 
example, have spoken and written 
freely and argued unanswerably, 
and the consequence has been a 
most rapid accession to the num. 
ber of professors of the unadulte- 
rated religion of the New Testa. 
ment. 

For an illustration of what I 
have now advanced, I doubt not 
I may repeat my appeal to what 
has passed in the minds of several 
of you, my friends, who, like 
myself, are entering upon the la- 
ter periods of life. Although I am 
certain we can never remember 
the time when we thought we un- 
derstood the doctrine of three 
Gods in one, and one God in three, 
yet a kind of pious reverence, and 
perhaps a regard to the judgment 
of persons, whom we held in duti- 
ful respect or cordial esteem, led 
us to yield an assent to it, and to 
believe, that, though it could not 
be comprehended, it ought not to 
be questioned. 

As the years of mature reflec. 
tion drew on, pious awe gave 
place to doubt, and doubt in. 
creased into an actual disbelief of 
a thing so totally repugnant to 
every dictate of reason and com. 
mon sense, Not yet prepared, 


however, to add the belief of the 


proper humanity of Christ to the! 
of the strict and incontrovertible 
unity and supremacy of the Fa. 
ther, we concluded that he must 
have had an existence of a supe. 
nior kind prior to his appear 
ance in this world, and that his 
sufferings and death were neces. 
sary to propitiate the Deity to. 
wards our sinful race, and his per. 
fect obedience to make up for the 
defects of ours. But we have 
since been convinced that to con 
sider the Lord Jesus Christ a’ sim- 
ply a partaker of our own flesh 
and blood, not only frees the sa 
cred history from many otherwise 
insuperable difficulties, but 1s 
most conformable to the plan ot 
our redemption by him, and af. 
fords usa large addition of encou- 
ragement and consolation; that 
the uniform doctrine of the Scrip. 
tures is the extension of the free 
and unpurchased mercy of God to 
sinners upon sincere repentance 
and reformation ; and that it is 
as inconsistent with the eternal 
principles of justice, to bestow 
rewards on account of the righte- 
ousness, as to inflict punishments 
on account of the transgressions, 
of another. 

Such, it may be taken for 
granted, will be the general result 
of the inquiries of the human ua- 
derstanding into these interesting 
and important subjects; and we 
might be well astonished if, where 
it is left perfectly free and un 
shackled, as, blessed be God, % 
the case in this happy land of li. 
berty, its efforts should not com 
duct it to the discovery of truth, 
and produce a firm adherence 
her dictates. 

Symptoms of this already 4P- 
pear, Already has the America® 
press given publicity to able % 






guinents in support of the Unita. 
ran doctrine, and in the metro. 
polis of the eastern section of the 
Union (and not there only) flou- 
rishing Unitarian churches are 
found. Jiere, indeed, we are 
but as the little flock, the buried 
grain of mustard seed, the hidden 
lump of leaven. But this excites 
no dissatisfaction—occasions no 
discouragement. ‘To the momen- 
tous import of the cause itself, 
rather than to the glare and ate 
traction of any thing external, it 
ought to owe its success; and 
that it will, in God’s owa time 
and way, ultimately succeed, we 
entertain not the least doubt. But 
he works by human instrumenta.- 
lity; and often, by means the 
least probable, produces the most 
important effects. It is, there. 
fore, our duty to exert the abili. 
ties, whatever they may be, with 
which he hath endued us, in for- 
warding his designs for increasing 
the knowledge and promoting the 
virtue and happiness of mankind. 
It is with this view that we appro- 
priate the greater part of such of 
our funds as are not immediately 
called for in necessary expenses, 
tothe publication of pieces and 
tracts, on subjects relative to or 
connected with the Unjtarian doc. 
trine, a volume of which we hope 
tocomplete in the course of the 
ensuing year. Itis purely from 
this motive that, notwithstanding 
many important and pressing en- 
gagements of a secular nature, we, 
who conduct the public services 
of this place, devote a considera- 
ble portion of our time to the se. 
lection and preparation of mate- 
nals proper for so serious a busi- 
Hess. And still more particularly 
Upon this principle it is, that the 


éckvery of these Lectures is une 


Zeal in the Cause of Religious Truth. 299 


dertaken, in which, without avail- 
ing ourselves as on other occasions 
of the assistance of printed dis. 
courses, we venture to offer our 
own thoughts in our own language. 
In so doing, we use the liberty 
which we conceive every indivi- 
dual of this society enjoys, of ex. 
ercising his own judgment upon 
any subject whatever, and of ex. 
pressing it conformably to our 
rules; and thus it may happen 
that on every minute point we who 
address you on these occasions 
may not exactly coincide, al- 
though on main and essential ar- 
ticles, we trust that no discord. 
ance will be found. On others, 
difference of opinion never should 
create disunion in any Christian 
sucicty, composed of persons of 
liberal and enlightened minds ;— 
but this leads me to the mention 
of a circumstance rather of an une 
pleasant kind, Although our 
doors and our communion table 
are open to all the world, yet, 
instructed both by general and 
particular experience, we have, 
in forming our constitution, ree 
stricted the title of member, and 
the right of taking a part in the 
proceedings of the society, to such 
as shall express by their written 
signature their assent to its funda- 
mental doctrines and its csta. 
blished regulations. Of these, five 
are to be a committee for trausact- 
ing several items of business placed 
within their department, among 
which is the appointment of those 
who are to perform the dutics of 
the Lord’s day during the vacancy 
of the pastoral! office. Respecta. 
bly as we are in general attended, 
yet so small at present is the nume 
ber of our acting members, that 
it has almost unavoidably hap. 
pened, that the conductors of the 
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public services have formed a ma- 
jority of the committee, and have, 
therefore, (no one else appearing 
inclined to undertake the work,) 
virtually appointed themselves to 
this important trust. This is so 
contrary to every constitutional 
principle that ought to prevail in 


a free country, or a free society, 
that we anxiously wish to see it 
remedied, by the admission of such 
well-known, steady, and consist. 
ent friends te the cause, as might 
raise our character, promote our 
usefulness, and bring the institu. 
tion to its true spirit and bearing, 


[To be concluded in the next Number.] 





MR. MARSOM’S ANSWER TO INQUIRIES ON THE PRE-EXISTENCS 
OF CHRIST. 





To the Editor of the 


March 15, 1810. 
Sir, 

Your correspondent UWavlorxs. 
ros, in your Repository for Feb. 
last, p- 69, requests an answer to 
certain queries which he proposes, 
respecting the presexistence of Je. 
sus Christ. As he protesses hime 
self ** to be anxious to come toa 
fixed and settled opinion respect. 
ing that point,” it would give me 
peculiar pleasure should Ibe so 
happy as to afford him any satis. 
faction on the subject. 

It may be necessary, first, how- 
ever, to observe, that, whether 
the queries he proposes can be sa. 
tisfactorily answered, cr not, the 
truth of the pre-existence, if the 
fact is supported by sufficient evi. 
dence, will not be affected by any 
difficulties that may be suggested 
as to the nature or modus of it. 
It is a fact which your correspon. 
dent, I presume, will not ques. 
tion, if he be a believer in revela. 
tion, that Jesus Christ is ascended 
mto heaven; buc were your cor. 
respondent asked, what he now 
is, or where he is? he would pro- 
bably find it very difficult to give 
a satisfactory answer to those ques 
ries; because, whilst the Scrip. 


* 1 Cor. xv, 35. 
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tires assure us, that we shall be 
like him, that we shall be con. 
formed to his image, and have 
our vile bodies fashioned like to 
his glorious body, they, at the 
same time, say, that ** It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be.” 
Consequently, it does not yet ap- 
pear what he is; it may, theres 
fore, be equally impossible to give 
a satisfactory explanation of the 
mode of his existence, and of his 
nature before he came into the 
world, supposing the doctrine of 
his pre-existence to be incontt0« 
vertibly established. 

The queries of your correspone 
dent are precisely of the same nae 
ture with those, which, in the 
days of the apostles, were made 
use of to invalidate the doctrine of 
the resurrection,* by some who 
said, ** There is no resurrection 
of the dead.” = By which they 
subverted the very foundation on 
which Christianity rests, the Tee 
surrection of Jesus Christ; for 8 
the apostle reasons. ‘To which 
they reply by asing, ‘* How ate 
the dead raised up? and with 
what body do they come ?” 

As it would have been prema 
ture ia me to have entered on 4 
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explanation of the nature of the 
pre-existence of Jesus C hrist, or 
vf what he was in his preecxistent 
state, befure I had adduced evi- 
dence in support of the tact, I con- 
fined myself in my observations on 
Mr. Belsham entirely to the proof 
of that point, in which, if I have 
succeeded, the truth of that fact 
cannot be overthrown or weaken. 
cl by any such queries as those 
of your correspondent, 

Presuming, then, the truth of 
ihe fact of the pre-existence of Je. 
sus Christ, (which must necessa- 
rily be presumed in order to the 
following observations,) I shall 
proceed to give my thoughts on 
the subject, in reply to your core 
respondent. 

First, your correspondent asks, 
** What rank amidst the creatures 
of God de those who believe the 
pre-existence imagine that Jesus 
Christ held before he appeared on 
earth?” The New ‘Testament 
uniformly represents Jesus Christ 
asaman; Peter expressly calls 
him, ‘* A man approved of God 
by miracles and signs which God 
did by him.’’? Nor have the Scrip- 
tures, I believe, ever intimated 
that he is or ever was any other 
thana man, That he pre-existed 
as a super-angelic being, or asa 
pure human soul or spirit no 
where appears; such terms, as 
applied to him, are certainly not 
to be found in the Scriptures, 
which is a sufficient reason for re- 
jecting them. To his being a 
man in that state, it was not ne- 
cessary that he should be produced 
by, or that he should descend 
from some other man; for this 
was not the case of the first man. 
As the first man then was our pro- 


* See 2 Cor, viii. 9- 
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totype, to whose image we were 
to be conformed in the presen: 
State, is it not natural to suppose, 
admitting the pre-existence of Je. 
sus Christ, that he was designed 
to be the prototype to whom we 
should be conformed in the future 
state, and that it was necessary in 
order to raise us to that state, that 
he should be made like unto us in 
all things?* ‘The apostle com. 
paring Adam and Christ, says of 
the origin of the first man, that 
** he was of the earth, earthy ; but 
of the second man, that be was 
from heaven, heavenly;” for he 
adds, “ As is the earthy, such 
are they also that are earthy; and 
as is the heavenly, such are they 
also that are heavenly ; and as we 
have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly.” That 
man is capable of existence in dif. 
ferent states, and under very dif- 
ferentcircumstances, we must be. 
lieve, if we believe in the resure 
rection and a state of future exe 
istence; why, then, may we not 
suppose, that the person of Christ 
in his pre-existent state was pre- 
cisely what it is now, and that 
the change which took place in 
him in his humiliation was in all 
respects the reverse of that which 
took place in him at his resurrece 
tion, and of that which will take 
place in us at our resurrection ? 
And do not the words of the apos- 
tle (Rom. i. 4.) strongly corrobo. 
rate this idea? 

Secondly, your correspondent 
asks, ** Do the pre-existarians 
believe that he came on earth in 
the same nature as he possessed 
before, or that he underwent a 
change, and became at his con. 
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ception no higher or better than 
aman?” ‘owhich Ireply, the 
Scripture has no where said that 
Jesus Christ assumed human na- 
fure, or that he took any nature 
upon him; but it does expressly 
call his state of humiliation, ‘ 7‘he 
days of his flesh,” (Heb. v. 7.) 


and says that ** he was made of 


the seed of David according to the 
flesh,” that “ the word was made 
Alesh ;” and that ** as the children 
were partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also took part of the same.” 
Now the apostle affirms, that 
*¢ Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God;” yet Jesus 
Christ is ascended into heaven, 
and of him itis said, that ** The 
son of toa came down from hea- 
ven,”’ and Jesus speaking of him. 
self under the metaphor of bread, 
says, (John vi. 51.) “ I am the 
living bread which came down from 
heaven: if any man cat of this 
bread he shall live for ever, and 
the bread that I will give is my 


Hesh :” not that he was the son of 


man before he was made of the 
seed of David; or flesh before he 
came down from heaven; but 
that de, who was then the son of 
man, who was then flesh, came 
down from heaven. In like mane 
ner we may say, with the strictest 
truth and = propriety, that the 
loaf, the bread, which we eat, 
came out of the field, although it 
was nether a dvaf nor bread whilst 
it was ¢Aere; butto the truth of 
such an assertion, it is necessary 
that the substance should be the 
same, whatever changes it may 
have passed through. Hence, it 
will follow, that the change which 


took place in the person of Jesus 

Christ when he came into th 

world, was not the assumption of 
a human person into union with q 
divine person, or of a human body 

into union with a pure spirit, byt 
sucha change as is consistent with 
his proper personal identity and 
humanity, in every stage of his 
existence. If Jesus Christ assumed 
a nature which was not essential 
to his person, and if that nature 
only was capable of sullerings and 
death, then it would not be true 
that he cither died for us, or rose 
from the dead. When the apostle 
says that, Beang rich, for ou 
sakes he became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich, 
will not the consideration of the 
riches we shall possess (see 1 Cor, 
xv. 43, 44, 45.) lead us to some 
idea of what the riches were of 
which he, as the aposile says, 
‘* divested himself ?”’ (Phil. il. 7. 
Improved Version.)* 

Thirdly, your correspondent 
asks, ** Do they suppose that at 
his ascension he resumed his forme 
er rank, or was advanced to a 
higher one??? I answer, at his 
ascension he entered into the glory 
which he had with the Father be- 
fore the world was, according to 
his prayer, John xvii. 5, but the 
reward of his obedience and suffer 
ings is a different matter and 
consisted in having a name given 
above every name, in the possess 
sion of power and authority, 0 
having angels, principalities and 
powers put in subjection to him, 
and in being appointed to be the 
judge of the quick and the dead. 

In answer to the fourth query 


* On this subject I have treated more at large in two papers, printed some 
years since in the 3d vol. of the Protestant Dissenters’ Magazine, which you 


correspondent may consult, 


i 
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of your correspondent, *¢ What 
passages of Scripture do they build 
their sentiments upon?” I need 
only refer him to my former Ict- 
ters in your Repository, where he 


will see a discussion of some of 

the passages on which my senti- 

ments are principally founded. 
Your's, &c. 


JOHN MARSOM, 








BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 





ON ACTS IX, 31. 
[ Continued from page 13 1.} 





We learn from Tertullian, Eu- 
sebius, and Orosius, (see Lard. 
ner’s Works, vol. vii. 232.) that 
a year or two after the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus, Sejanus, the favour. 
ite minister of ‘Tiberius, accused 
the Christians at Rome, and caused 
many of them to be put to death, 
and others to be banished from 
Italy into remote islands, where 
they might perish by the severity 
of the climate. The fact is stated 
by Josephus, Tacitus and Sueto. 
nus, though they designate the 
sufferers under the general name 
of Jews. It was natural for the 
apostle Paul to allude to these 
transactions in his Epistle to the 
Romans; and we find him asks 
ing, Chap. viii. 33. ‘* Whe shall 
accuse the chosen people of God? 
God acquitteth them; who is he 
that condemneth them? Christ 
has died for them, or, rather, he 
is tisen for them, (that is, he is the 
advocate risen up to defend them, 
and to plead their innocence, ) 
who is at the right hand of God, 
aad who intercedeth in our be- 
half. 
= he ‘age historian affirms, 
aa wo thousand of the Jews 

put to death by the senate :” 
aud the Roman writers say, that 


the rest were sent into distant 
places, where they might perish 
by cold and famine. ‘To these 
facts the apostle significantly ale 
ludes: ‘* Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall 
affliction, or distress, or persecue 
tion, or famine, or nakedness, or 
the sword? as it is written, For 
thy sake we ave killed all the day 
long: we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter,” &c. Accord. 
ing to Josephus, the cruelties 
practised on the Christian Jews 
at Rome, were principally owing 
toa wicked Jew, who pretended 
to teach the wisdom of the Mo- 
saic law. This man uniting with 
two others like himself, were cone 
cerned in the adultery of a cele. 
brated woman, and, moreover, 
guilty of withholding the rich pre- 
sents given by her to the temple 
at Jerusalem. ‘This conduct, of 
course, gave occasion to the Ro. 
man people and other nations to 
blaspheme God and his holy law. 
Now, it is remarkable, that Paul 
expostulates with a leading man 
in the church at Rome, who ap. 
pears to have committed the very 
crimes which Josephus ascribed 
to him, notwithstanding his pre 
tended zeal against idolatry. 
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“Thou callest thyself a Jew, and 
professest to be a guide of the 
blind, &c. Thou who teachest 
another, teachest thou not thy- 
self? Thou who preachest that a 
man should not steal, dost thou 
steal? Thou who sayest that a 
man should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery? Thou 
that abhorrest idols, hast thou 
profancly robbed the temple? 
Thou who gloriest in the law, 
through transgression of the law 
dishonourest thou God? For the 
name of God is evil spoken of 
among the Gentiles through you.” 
Chap. ii, 17—25. 

The principal charge laid a- 
gainst the Christians was, no 
doubt, that they were enemies to 
Cesar, and desirous to enlist under 
the banners of Jesus as a temporal 
king. And the sufferings which 
they encountered from this accu. 
sation, led them to hate, and in 
some instances to oppose, the mea- 
sures of the Roman government. 
These were the circumstances 
which called for the following ad- 
monitions of the apostle, chap. xii. 
“* Let every soul submit itself to 
powers in authority: for as there 
is No power, these powers are ap. 
pointed by God. Whosoever, 
therefore, setteth himself against 
the power, opposeth the appoint. 
ment of God; and such opposers 
will bring punishment upon them. 
selves ;” which may be paraphrased 
ia the following words: ‘* Con. 
ceiving the kingdom of the Mes. 
siah alone to be of divine appoint. 
ment, some of you oppose the 
established government, disturb 
the public peace, and interrupt 
the administration of justice. But 
the supposition is as mistaken as it 
is pernicious. All power, to what. 
ever hands entrusted, is commue 
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nicated by the Disposer of hums 
events, for the purpose of dog 
good, and this end it shall, unde 
his Providence, eventually accom. 
plish. And though pride, ambi. 
tion and avarice, may abuse the 
authority invested in them, for 
the attainment of their respective 
objects, yet this very abuse Inj. 
nite Wisdom will overrule, and, 
in the end, render subservient t 
the introduction and establishment 
of that glorious liberty whied 
awaits the children of God. Re. 
sist not, therefore, by violence or 
any other unlawful means, thow 
who bear the sword of justice, bu 
rather submit to their decisions, 
as, in effect, the decisions of as 
all-wise and good Providence.” 
Such is the signification of a pas. 
sage, perverted by policy and 
priestcraft into an engine, which, 
for many ages, irresistibly held 
mankind in appreéssion, ignorance 
and superstition. 

Tiberius, as I have lately stated, 
issued an edict in favour of the 
Christians, in which he Com 
manded the wicked only to be pu. 
nished. ‘The governors of the pro 
vinces must, to a certain extent, 
have complied with the letter o 
the imperial mandate, protecting 
the virtuous and peaceful beligvers, 
and punishing those who disturbed 
the public peace. This equitable 
conde*t, as Eusebius well 1 
marks, contributed greatly to the 
security and edification of the yet 
infant church, and forms the bs 
sis on which is grounded the fol- 
lowing just tribute of praise to the 
civil magistrate. “ These rules 
are not a terror to the good, bul 
to evil doers. Dost thou 
then, not to be « {raid of their pow” 
er? Do what is right, and t 
wilt be praised by it; for # 
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God’s minister for thy good. But 
if thou do evi/, be atraid ; because 
their power carrieth not the sword 


in vain, for it is the minister of 


God executing punishment upon 
every one that docth evil.” The 
same assertion is advanced by the 
apostle Peter, 1 Pet. 1. 13. with 
such similarity as could hardly 
take place, unicss they had some 
factincommon, and well known, 
as the basis of their declaration. 

The best and most effectuat me. 
thod of interpreting the N. ‘I. 1s 
tocome at the knowledge of facts 
from contemporary and subse. 
quent writings, and then to cxa- 
mine its contents In connection 
with these facts. The above are 
a few instances of the great light 
whichmay be made toreflect on the 
sacred pages, from the works if Phi- 
lo and Josephus. And, inthis re- 
spect, the late Improved Version, as 
it pretends to be called, has little 
succectled. Your correspondent N. 
is endeavouring to attract the at. 
tention of the public to that work 
by general encomiums on its me. 
nt. If his ability were equal to 
his inclination, the editors would 
have great reason to thank him; 
but he would do more essential 
service to that Version, if he were 
to publish a few instances where 
the taste and erudition of the au- 
thors have really improved upon 
all former translations. They 
Stood on the shoulders of Wakefield 
and Newcome, and if they have 
hot corrected many of their er- 
Mors and supplied many of their 
defects, they can have little claim 
to praise, 

When a passage depends on a 
fact, unknown or unattended to, 
the translator having nothing to 
guide him but his prejudice or 
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chance is almost sure to pervert 
it. We have abundant evidence 
to prove, that Christ and his fol. 
lowers were at firstaccused of being 
the enemies of Casar, and that 
this accusation was laid against 
them even in the senate of Rome, 
by Scjanus, the base minister of 
‘liberius. Now, if this were the 
case, how forcibly must these 
questions have been felt by the 
Christians in that city. “ What 
shall we say therefore to these 
things? If God be for us, wHo 
can be against?—-Wuo shall 
accuse the chosen people of God ?” 
As ifthe apostle had asked, What, 
though the great men of the eme 
pire, or though the emperor hime 
self, accuse them? Now ob. 
serve, reader, how this passage 
stands in the Improved Version. 
‘© Who shall lay any thing to the 
ciarge of God’s chosen people? 
Shall Gop that justifieth? Who 
is he that condemneth? Shall 
Curisr that died, yea rather 
that is risen, that .s also at the 
right hand of God, that inter. 
cedeth also for us?” On this 
last verse the reader will meet 
with a very learned note, which 
declareth that “ to intercede is a 
word of a very general significa. 
tion ; and though Christ here and 
in Heb. vii. 25. is said to inter. 
cede for the church, these passa- 
ges lay no just foundation for the 
commonly received opinions con. 
cerning the intercession of Christ.” 
The meaning of which is briefly 
this: Though Christ intercedes, 
we have no grounds to believe in 
his imtercession!! This, I be. 
lieve, is a fair specimen of the 
notes. St. Paul, in alluding to 
the accusatioas against the Chris. 
tians, had his mind now fixed on 
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the forms of administering justice : 
and hence, under the bold figure 
of au advocate rising up to plead 
the cause of his client, he describes 
the resurrection of Jesus and his 
ascension to the right hand of God. 
As we see the source of the figure, 
we may pronounce that the lan. 


guage i strongly figurative, and 
must be interpreted with the sai 
latitude as we interpret th 
wherein It is said, that the twelv | 
apostles shall sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel, 


THEQLOGLS, 











POETRY. 





INDEPENDENCE, 
By Afr. George Dyer. 
Mark the golden sun on high, 
Scatt’ring round a glorious ray. 
It shines, amidst the desart sky, 
Unrivall’d ruler of the day. 
So, where Independence reigns, 
Wide it spreads a sacred light ; 
And soon majestic heights it gains, 
While Slav'ry slinks away from sight. 


What tho’ sinks awhile the sun? 
Long it gilds the western skies; 
And soon again its course shall :un, 

Again with doub!'e splendour rise. 
Thus, a light in saddest times, 
Independence here shall reign; 
Or soon, if warming distant climes, 
With new-born glory rise again. 


What tho’ Israel's tribes so long 
Bow'd the knee at Baal’s shrine ? 
A thousand thousand hearts were strong, 
Nor durst from glory’s course dectine. 
No; they knew the patrioc’s pat, 
Look’d with scorn on idol pow’rs; 
Their country’s love inspir'd each heart, 
And that sweet love shall live in ours, 


What tho’ Grecians, now no more, 
Shone a nation brave and free ? 

Yet some, while they the loss ce plore, 
Stull leve the song of liberty 

They, who have but heard of day, 
Freedom's day, revolt at night; 

And we, shal, Briton’s basely stray 
In darknes., born in ~lorious aught ? 


Did Columbia strive in vain? 
Long in vain resist our wil! ? 

No; great the fight, nor small the gain, 
And Britons love Columbia stil!. 


She for Independence bled, 
Glorious Jeath! and glorious prize! 
Muse, patriots, muse on heroes dead, 
And bid a proud ambition rise. 


Did its neck our Albion bow? 
Still some gallant souls retire; 
And high from Cambria’s mountai- 
brow, 
In lofty scorn they struck the lyre, 
Independence was their theme, 
Freedom, purest, noblest cause: 
Ah! never may we lightly deem 
Of fieedom’s claim, of honour’s laws! 


No! by Alfred’s gen’rous name; 
No! by Edward, warrior brave; 
By lofty Hampden’s love of fame, 
And noble Sidney’s sacred grave: 
By those heroes’ pains and wrongs, 
Who have strugl’d, fought and died, 
Shall Independence rule our songs, 
Shall only freedom be our guide. 


Is there who his rights betrays? 
Whom not Independence charms? 
For him may poet wreathe no lays, 
N r beauty ha‘l him to her arms, 
Go 4 and state aid splendid name, 
Meanly take, ror envy we:— 
No :-—your’s be pomp and wealth and 
shame, 
And our’s all-glorious liberty. 


Whil.t we view yon lamp of fire ; 
While we feel its gé@mial ray; _ 
Mav Ficedom Pritish hearts mspifty 
May Honourrvle with sov reign sway, 
Hail! Independence, reign supreme; 
Our’s be thy more than charter’d pans 
And never wili we Briton deem, 
Who spurns the noblest rights of ma 
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70 THE MEMORY OF A BF- 
LOVE!) MOPHER., 

CLION CORIZ, 

ome, 


And isat length she 
- That thou hast leit thy former | 
For the dark dwelling of che tomb, 
Mv mother? 
Yes, ' perceive the vacant place, 
But not behold thy pre air. 
Ner share thy filial, fond -mbrace, 
My mother. 
Yet memory review. the past, 
The joys too exquisite to Last, 
Aad binds thee to my heart more fast, 
My mother. 
And thee again | hope to meet, 
Our friendship to renew more sweet ; 
Then with what rapture will | greet 
My mother? 
eS 


face , 





THE VILLAGER, 
l. 
At the door of my straw cover'd cot, 
The rewe and the jessamine blend; 
Each tree that o’ershadows the spot 
Is dear to my heart as a friend. 
Its course from the first noble donor, 
From father to son, can we trace, 
For ages the seat of fair honour, 
Content, independence and peace. 
Il. 
The lark, to enliven our toil, 
_High-mounting in extasy sings ; 
No med'cines our appetites spoil, 
_ Health ever from industry springs. 
Kind fortuie pernwits to extend, 
Pho’ she give not superfluous store, 
A jug and a crust to a Friend, 
A morsel to yladden the poor. 
Il}. 
The trav'ller at fast falling night 
The smoke of my cottage .uivey$, 
And journeys with bosom more light, 
Secure of refreshment and ease. 
In support and defence of the land 
That yields such enjoyment to me, 
Undaunted by menace I stand, 
To preserve uncorrupted and free. 





TO A FRIEND ON HER BIRTH- 
Diy. 
While slumber seals your peaceful eyes, 
For you, dear girl, my prayers arise : 
I wake to think that eighteen years 
f your life's actions, hopes and fears, 
rw bow past o'er, for ever gone, 
orn register’d by thought alone. 
' blame me not, that I would seck 
a make those eighteen summers speak, 
od with a warning voice impart 


useful lesson to your heart: 
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Cendemn me not, that on this day 

I frame a grave, not snortive lay. 

Think how our time appointed here 

Shortens with ea. h revolving year ; 

How soon to youth’s bright morn suc- 
ceeds 

A night which stays a 1 active deeds, 

An eve of age, a night of death, 

A soiemn stop to mortal breath! 

While yet you glow with youth and 
health, 

With intellect’s uncounted wealth, 

Hasten to earth’s immortal king, 

And the dcart’s off ring humbly bring ; 

To Him whose bounteou- hawd bestows 

Each joy your attless bosom knows, 

Each pow'r your ardent mind conceals, 

iach yrace your gentic heart reveals; 

‘To Him in whom we live and move ; 

To Him who folds you round in love! 

To Him, from this blest hour, present 

That soul he gave, that life he Jent. 

Ah! think that ere this day’s return 

Your vital fire may cease to burn, 

And all the Past and Future be 

Lost in one wide Eternity ! 

O think! that but the present hour 

Belongs to man’s uncertain ree r; 

Since neither youth nor health may 
stand, 

Secure frem Death's unerring hand! 

But should God’s gracious will decree, 

That you a lengthen’d age should see ; 

That blest and blessing gou should prove 

The sweetness of domestic love, 

And in a happy, virtuous race, 

The fruits of careful culture trace, 

O! then, with gratitude to | cav’n, 

Confess the wondrous bounties giv'n ; 

Own every gift a debt too vast 

For man to pay, while time shall lase ; 

And as your grateful eyes run o'er, 

As oft you “ tremble and adore,” 

Still let this awful, bli sful thoug ut 

Be in your wakeful mem'ry wrouht;— 

Whate er lam, whate’er possess, 

Cemes from that God who joves to bless; 

But yet, whose hands alternate bear 

The sadiant crown which saints shall 
wear, 

And chastisement’s long-during rod : 


Let me then Jive and die to God! 
A. M, P, 





Wire, Cuitpren and Frienobs, 


[ From the Morning Chronicle ] 


If the stock of our bliss is in strangers® 
hands vested, 


The fund, ill-secur’d, oft in bankruptcy 
ends ; 
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But the heart issues bills which are ne- 
ver protested, 
When drawn on the firm of—Wife, 
Children and Friends. 
Though spice-breathing gales o’er his 
caravan hover, 
And around him Arabia's whole fra- 
grance descends, 
The merchant still thinks of the wood- 
bines that cover 
The bow’r where he sat with—Wilg, 
Children and Friends. 
Though valour still glows in his life’s 
dying embers, 


The death-wounded tar, who his», 
Jours defends, 
Drops a tear of regret, as he dying re 
members 
How blest was his home with—Wi, 
Children and Friends. | 


The day-spring of youth, still uncloude 
by sorrow, 
Alone on itself for enjoyment é&. 
pends ; 
But drear is the twilight of age, if it 
borrow 
No warmth from the smiles of—Wik, 
Children and Friends, 
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1810, May 1g, at Daventry, aged 75, 
alter a gradual decline, the Rev, THO- 
NIAS KOBINS, who had been for some 
years minister of the dissenting congre- 
gation, and divinity tutor of the acade- 
my, m that place, in which offices he 
succeeded the Rev. Dr. Caleb Ashworth, 
but had been long incapacitated for the 


dischay ge of them by the loss of his voice, 
He was a man of distinguished ability 
and excellence, though but little known 
in the world, by reason of his excessive 
modesty and self-diffidence. We hope, 
in a future number, to gratify our re- 
ders with some memoirs of his life and 
character. S.P. 











INTELLIGENCE, 


GENERAL BAPTISTS’ ASSEMBLY. 


The annual meeting of the General 
Baptist denomination, was held on Tues. 
day, June 12, in the mecting-house, 
Worship Street, Moorfields. It was 
nu:nerously attended and harmoniously 
conducted. We understand that the 
churches in the connection were gene- 
rally reported to be flourishing. Four, 
viz. L.utton, Chatham, Lewes and 
Trowbridye, are in want of ministers. 
The funds of the Education Society are 
better than heretofore. The Unitarian 
church, at Soham, under Mr. Gisborne, 
was proposed fur admission into the As- 
sembly. Messrs. Wrivht, of Wisbeach, 
and Philpot, of Saffron Walden, were 
appoiited messengers to the rorthern 
cherches in the connection. 


The sermon to the assembly wi 
preached by Mr. George Smallfield 
From Matth. v. 16. he showed “ The 
Importance and Necessity of Learning 
to Christian Ministers.” ‘The preacher, 
with much couraze and faithfulness, but 
at the same time with prudence and tet 
derness, pointed out the defect of the 
General Baptists in the education of m 
nisters, and earnestly called upon them 
to remedy it, and to provide the oe 
of keeping up their respectability, ab 
of proving their right and title to® pame 
adorned by Gale, Foster and Bulkley. 
The audience showed their accustomet 
candour in their approbation of the pt 
mon; it was requested to be printed, . 
has since appeared; we scruple not 
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eecommend it, more particularly to 
the denomination for whom it was Cce- 
signed, : 

The ministers and representatives and 
their friends dined together, to the num- 
ber of 60, at the White Hart Tavern, 
Bishopsgate Street, Mr. Sampson Kings- 
ford, of Canterbury, in the chair. ‘The 
evening was spent with much cordiality. 
The Unitarian Fund and the Monthly 
Repository were honou ed by expressions 
of the approbation of the company. Ic 
was announced, with an appropriate 
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compliment from the chair to the author, 
that Dr. Toulmin, of Birmingham, is pre- 
paring to publish by subscription, Four 
Discourses on Baptism. 
also informed the meeting, that, since 
the death of the widow of the late Mr. 


Mr. Evans 


Robinson, of Cambridge, a number of 
copies have been discovered of the His- 
tory of Baptism and of the Ecclesiastical 
Researches, which are now on sale, to- 
gether with a new memoir of the au- 
thor, drawn up under the sanction of 
his family. 


——— Eee 


UNITARIAN FUND. 


Many of our readers, we know, wil 
Jook with much interest to ovr account 
of the anniversary of the Unitarian 
Fund, and we are happy to assure them 
that it was such a mecting as its warm- 
est friends wouid have cesired, numie- 
rous, respectable and harmonious. 

It was held on the 13th inst. The 
religious service {as usual, at Parliament 
Court chapel] was introduced by the 
Rev J. Grundy, of Nottingham, who 
read the 20th chap. of Luke, and deli- 
vered the general prayer. He was fol- 
lowed by the Rev. Dr. Carpenter, of 
Exeter, who preached to the society 
and concluded the service. Dr. Carpen- 
ter’s text was the Unitarian prophecy in 
Zechariah xiv. 9. In that day there shall 
be ome Lord, and bis name one. These 
words naturaily led to some remarks 
upon the doctrine of the divine unity ; 
the connection of this doctrine with the 
whole system of divine truth ; and the 
duty and means of promoting it, and 
the prospect of its succe 6. ‘The ciscourse 
was heard with: profound attention, and 
made a deep impression upon the audi- 
tory. An unanimous wish was ecx- 
pressed for its publication, and as the 
socicty makes a rule of not printing 
Sermons on its own account, 500 Copies 
Were subscribed for by individuals: it 
18 to be sold at one shilling. ‘The con- 
eregation was larger than on any pre- 
ceding occasion. 

After the religious services concluded, 
the society proceeded to business. Mr. 
Rutt was called to the chair, The trea- 
surer reported that there had been some 
extraordinary demands upon the Fund, 
the past year; but that, through the lide- 
tality of the public, the finances of the 
society were better than at the last an- 
Miversary.. The Report of the Commit- 
tee was then read, partly by the secre~ 


, 


tary, and partly by the chairman; the 
lengch to which it was extended was 
owin’, as we fatter ourselves, to the 
quantity of interesting matter which had 
grown under the hands of the committee, 
‘The substance of it will be given in our 
next number; we forbear, therefore, to 
enticipate it, and shall only say, that no 
yart of it seemed to give livelier satis- 
Actiete than the information that Mr. 
Lyons, of Chester, was about to pro- 
ceed immediately on a missionary tour 
of some weeks into Scotland, and that 
the whole was received with approbation 
by the subscribers. It may be added, 
that Mr. Lyons began his labours at 
Glasgow, on Sunday the 24¢h inst. 

On the recommendation of the com- 
mittee, the society resolved that a legal 
opinion should be taken, as to the best 
mode of securing such places of worship 
as may be purchased or erected or 
otherwise obtained by the Fund. 

After the usual thanks to the gentle- 
men who had been in office the past 
year, the following election of officers 
took place for the year ensuing, viz. 

Mr. John Christie, Mark Lane; 'Trea- 

surer. 

Rev. Robert Aspland, Hackney; Se- 

cretary. 
COMMITTEE, 
Mr. David Eaton, High Holborn; 
—— Lhomas Freeman, Dyer’s Court, 
Aldermanbury ; 

— Ephraim Burlord, Stratford ; 

— Richard Taylor, Shoe Lane; 

—— John Towill Rutt, Goswell Street ; 

—- John Wood, Hackney ; 

— William Hall, (rosby Square. 

AUDITORS. 
Mr. Ebenezer Johnston, Bishopszate 
Street; 
Rev. Thomas Rees, Paternoster Row. 
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In transacting the business of the so- retic to‘ the holy mother church,”* by 
ciety. the subscribers were animated by failing in this, he consi; ved him to the 
ene heart and soul; and every thing flames, thu. proving hin.celf “a zealoe 
said and done was, we believe, in the of justice and a def vider of the Catholic 
highe-t degree satisfactory to all present. faith.”* It was, Mr. Rutt observed, a 

At four o'clock the members and their striking proof cf the improvement of 
friends assembled atthe London Tavern, the times, that in 200 years rom the 
and nearly ‘'wo Hunprep persons sat time of Le. ate, 2:0 persons should have 
down to dinner. ‘Through the active assembled by public advertisement for 
exertions of ten gentlemen. who volun- the avowed purpose of promoting the 
teered their services as stewa'ds, the or- doctrine for which he perished, not far 
der and comfort of the company was from the spot where he expired, the 
better se ured than is common in such last of the English martyrs —4. The 
large assemblies. Ir. James Young, memory of Dr Priestley, and may his 
of Hackney, was placed ‘in the chair, exile have been the means of .onveyug 
which he filled with great advantage to the seeds of truth to the new world— 
the meeting. The foilowing were some § The College at York, aud may itbe 
of the leading sentiments from the chau. the nursery of fu ure Lardoces, Sensons, 
——t. The king and the principles that Taylors end Tarmers, tere Nir. ood, 
seated his family on the throne —2. Re- the treasurce of the York Instirutien, 
lig:ous liberty, and may toleration net acd essca the mecting in a brief hut 
abridge, ror penal statutes de troy it. pleasing spee h.—6. Succes to the prow 
Here Mr. Frend addressed the mecting, jected nionument to Mr. Locke, and 
congratulating them upon the increase may the advocates of rational Christian 

of liberal sentiment in the country. He ity never want a graceful memorial. 
had lately, he said, been asked by some Lesides these, which we have not 
of the leading Catholics to solve the fol. taken in their order, some other senti- 
lowing problem; how Ieng. calculating ments were given, which called ep the 
fron. the divisions in the Houses of Par- missionaries and Mr. S. Kingsford, Mr. 
liament for severai years past, it would J. Evans, Mr Ebenezer Johnston, Mr. 
be before the Cathohe question would Grundy, Mr, Rees, the treasurer, Mr. 
be carried?) He found, he added, that Edward Taylor, of Norwich, and others. 
the increment of toleration was 24 per The whole afternoon was a scene of 
cent perann. and that in 12 years the intellectual animation, .uch as we neve? 
friends of toleration in Parliament would before witnessed. Satisfaction and de- 
be a majorityy This mode of stating light were visib!e in every countenance. 
the subject occasioned much amusement. The best proof, perhaps, which we can 
—j. The cause for which Servetus lost give of the happiness of the day, %, 
his life, Biddle his liberty and Lindsey that about £50 were obtained in new 
hisemoluments. Upon this being given, subscriptions. 

Mr. Rutt rclated the interesting and af- |= We have been fearful in eur successive 
fecting story of the burning of Bartholo- annual reports of this hvely meeting, of 
mew Legate, for heresy, in 1612, by being carried by our feelings beyond 
that solemn and cruel fool, James I the bounds of decorum; but we may be 
Leyate held the same views as were af- permitted to state, in our own justilica- 
terwards entertained by Dr. Lardner. tion, that many who have been at 
He was a man of strong sense, as well tracted by our descriptions to this reli 
as of ardent piety and zeal. And though gious festival, have declared to us, that 
he lived in a fanatical period, not a sin- if former mectings equalled the particu- 
Se extravagancy was charged upon him; lar one they may have joined, “ the half 


yond that at least of his Unitarian he- was not told them.” 
resy. James had tried to recover the he- 


* Quoted from the form of the King’s Writ for burning Legate. 
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THE CHRISTIANS’ PETITION. - 
[ From the Morning Chrenicle.} 
Presented to the House of Commons, by Samuel Whitbread, Bsq. on Friday, 


June 8, 


To the honourable the Commons of 
this United Kingdom, in Variiament 
assembled, the humble petition of the 
undersigned ( hristians, in behalf of 
themselves, and ot! ers, who agree with 
them in considering ab olute liberty of 
conscience respecting religion to be the 
unalicoabie mght of all men, sheweth, 
That it is the duty of all men, to exa- 
mine as diligently as may be in their 
power the doctrines of religion; and, 
after such diligent examination, to adopt 
and to profess what may appear to them 
tobe the truth; and that, in perform- 
ance of that duty, men ought not to be 
obstructed, or discouraged, or otherwise 
tempted to act hypocritically by any 
law, tending to bias them in the course 
ofsuch examination of the doctrines of 
religion, by subjecting them, in the 
case of their dissenting from the doc- 
trines of any established church, to suf- 
fer death by burning or othe: wise ; or 
tosuffer any corporal or pecuniary pu- 
nishment, or be injured in their reputa- 
tion, by any disability, more or less 
disgraceful, That, your petitionérs ac- 
knowledge, with high satisfaction, that, 
in the present reign, considerable pro- 
gress has been made towards the full 
restoration of the rights of conscience, 
by the wisdom of Parliament and the 

niguity of the king, rescinding various 

Ws, in whole or in part, which were 
Violations of those rights: yet, since 
other penal laws, not less injurious to 
ose nights, remain unrepealed; since 
some of these laws subject to corporal 
punishments or pecuniary penalties, 
others, as in the case of the Test Laws, 
Passed in the reign of Charles I. subject 
to disgrace, disability, and privation of 
civil nghts, persons whose only offence 
"is, that, in conformity with their 
duty, they have examined the doctrines 
k religion, and by such examination 
‘ve been induced to embrace and te 
— rchgious opinions different from 
ene of the established church ; 
a Petitioners feel it to be their duty 
nar Ale earnestly, to remon.trate 
oo. i. ¢ loager continuance of any of 
“ Te egaaewe laws; and they do, in 

hie nag the premises, expre ly 
cvery dey Honourable Fiou-e. that 

Unjust law may be repealed, 
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and that the rights of conscience may 
thus be restored to all the subjects of 
this United Kingdom: at the same time, 
they declare to this Honourable House, 
that, if the Legis\acure of our country 
shall not feel themsetves convinced, as 
your petitioners do, that every trace of 
intolerance ought to be immediately ex- 
punged from our statutes, yet, if the 
repeal or modification of any of our 
intolerant laws should now take piace, 
particularly if the Te.t Laws, as far as 
they affect our military force by sea and 
land, should now be repealed, your pe- 
titioners would view with sincere gra- 
titude any such measure, as a still far- 
ther advance towards the complete re- 
storation of the rights of conscience, and 
at this crisis would consider it as hav- 
ing a salutary tendency to allay reli- 
gious animosities, and vo unite the great 
mass of the community, in a Zealous de- 
fence of he empire, against the meditated 
attack of our gigantic and all-grasping 
enemy. 

And your petitioners shall ever pray. 





To the Chri.tian’s petition for liberty 
of conscience, the signatures annexed, 
by Roman Catholic., members of the 
church of England, and Protestant Dis- 
senters, which are contained in sixteen 
duplicates, amount to, viz. 

Names, 
In the duplicate from Sheffield . 78 
In that from Richmond . . 68 


Newcastle . ° . - 40 
Hul|! : , ° - 49 
Leeds . ° ° . 156 
Derby , ; ° » 183 
Loughborough . ‘ - 60 
York and Wakefield ° » 29 
Stockton ° . ‘ + 40 
Notungham ‘ . » yO 
London , ; . - 117 
Exeter : . . + 109 
Taunton , , » &4 
Gloucester , , P . 64 
B:rmingham . ° + 130 
Norwich ° ° - 170 
The total amount of 16 duplicates 1560 


N B. A duplicate from Manchester, 
contaiuing 93 signatures, on account of 


informality, has been kept back. 
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POLLRATION ACT. 


fe cannot be unknown to our readers, 
that Lord Sidmouth has lately agitated 
the subject of the icrease of the Dis- 
senters in the House of Lords. By re- 
turns moved for and obtained by him, it 
appears, that from the beginning cf the 
year 1760 to the end of the year 1803, 
there have been 12,161 places registered 
for dissenting worship, and 3,672 
preachers licensed. 

These numbers will by no means ex- 
hibit a correct account either of places 
or preachers, Some houses have been 
registered in which preaching has been 
long discontinucd; and some congrega- 
tions have, in a course of years, occupied 
various places which have been all recis- 
tered in succession. In some instances, 
rooms for Sunday-schools have been en- 
tered for security as meeting-houses. 

We may, therefore, reduce the Re- 
turn of places at least one half; but thi 
will leave a number sufficient to show 
that the increase of dissent in the present 
reign has been great beyond ail example. 
ifthe number of preachers seem not to 
correspond to the amount of the number 
of places, it should be considered that 
there are many dissenting ministers who 
have never taken the oaths; some, per- 
haps, from scruples of conscience, but 
more from inadvertence, or from the 
inconvenience in some particular situa- 
tions attendant upon qualifying. 

It was matter of wonder to indifferent 
observers, and of anxious expectation 
to Dissenters, what use would be made 
of the Returns when obtained. Lord 
Sidmouth has candidly cxplained his 
views. He professes to revere the Tole- 
ration Act, as the palladium of our reli- 
gious liberties, and declares that his 
only wish is to prevent the abuse of the 
privileges which it confers; which, he 
thinks, must be considered equally inju- 
rious to the Disserters themselves, to 
the established church, and to the State, 
In the next Session, he me ons to pursue 
the matter, and his object appears to be 


threefold, first, to restrict the right ¢ 
qualifying to actual ministers of congr. 
gations; secondly, to restrict it further 
to persons arrived at years of discretion 
and, thirdly, to require persons demand. 
ing qualification to produce certificate, 
signed by two or three qualified ministers 
of thcir own denomination, of their ch. 
racter, abilicy and, we suppose, of thei 
coming within the meaning of the afore. 
said regulations. 

There has, no doubt, been much abuse 
of the Toleration Act amongst the var- 
ous orders of Methodists; and every real 
frierd to religious liberty must wishto 
see such abuse prevented for the future 
Perkaps, it would be suflicient for this 
purpose to confine the exemptions from 
parochial offices and military duties to 
pastors of churchés and students for the 
ministry, not engaged in trade. Itine- 
rant preachers might be left to be pro- 
tected by the liberality oi their respecure 
denominations. 

The project of certificates and of li- 
miting licenses to persons of age, we 
think de idedly objectionable ; and, 3 
far as we have hitherto considered the 
matter, we would rather that all priv 
leges should be withdrawn from dissent: 
ing teachers, and that they should bk 
left on a level with the other subjects 
of the realm, than that they should hold 
immunities on terms which will degrace 
and cripple the next generation @ 
preachers. ; 

But the plan of the noble mover aye 
in embryo. Before it 1s fully disclosec, 
it may be shaped to the liking of th 
general body of Dissenters. At any rate, 
we hope our brethren throughout we 
kingdom will keep a steady eye apes 
the subject; and be ready to unite,» 
neces ary, in petitions to the Legis 
ture and the throne, for the preset 
entire of that «lorious fabric of religo® 
freedom which has been, and we 
ever will be, the nebiest monument 
British wisdom. 


——— 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


We cannot avoid n ticing the ingen. 
ity of Mra Joun Morison, near Brooke 
Street, Holborn, who, having lost both 
hi. arms by the explosion of a cannon, 
has invented for himscl{ a pair of arti- 
ficial arms, adapted in a good measure 
to supply the place of thase of which 
he has been bereaved. His success in 
one instance has induced him to make 
his plan generally known, and he oilers 


his assistamce to persons, who m9)’ 
from -imilar misfortunes, stand mn 
of artificial arms, legs, &c. The ser} 
for the encouragement of arts, mas 
factures and commerce, has ¢™ 

the merits of his invention, and. 

the fullest deliberation, have adjudee’ 


him their silver medal] and a pree 
forty guincas, 
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NOTICES, 


The Rev. H. H. Baber, of the Bri- 
tish Museum, has just published a new 
edition of Wiciir’s Version of the 
New TesramMenr. Prefixed to this 
most ancient English Version of the New 
Testament, are Memoirg of the Life of 
Dr. Wiclif; and an Historical Account 
of the Saxon and English Versions of the 
Scriptures, previous to the sth cen- 
tury; embellished with an elegant por- 
trait. 





A new edition of Dr. LAMonT’s Ser- 
muons, on the most prevalent Vices, is 
in the Press, and will appear carly in 
August. 


The first volume of the Theological 
works of Mr. Arcuispato M‘Lean, 
one of the pastors of the Baptist church, 
Edinburgh, which, from the unexpect- 
ed demand, the proprietors were un- 
der the necessity of reprinting, is now 
finished, and ready for delivery. Volumes 
5th and 6th, containing the Paraphrase 
and Commentary on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, will be immediately put to 
peeen and the subsequent volumes will 

e published as speecily as possible.— 
The whole, when finished, will consist 
of eight or nine handsome volumes duo- 
decimo. A new edition of his treatise 
on the Apostolic Conamission is also just 
published. 
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; 


OR, 


The Christian's Survey of the Political World. 





_ Living in a world, in which the poli- 
tical agitations of cach day produce an 
tonthe general system, we cannot 

be totally uninterested in them; and 
though we belong to akingdom which is 
hot governed by the maxims of common 
policy, yet our tenyporary welfare is 
wrapped up with that of our fellow- 
creatures, who, from prejudices of edu- 
cation or want of better information, 
look upon the passing scene with much 
disquietude and anxiety of mind. From 
# uneasiness the Christian is happily 
relieved; as, notwithstanding the agita- 
tons and apparent perplexities in the 
Outward affairs of men, he is fully con- 
Yinced, that the whoie.is guided with 
a wisdom, and will terminate in 
establishment of our Saviour’s king- 
i~a kingdom, from which war and 
VOL. v, 2 





tumult must be necessarily banished, 
and all will unite in the promotion of 
the general welfare, not in the arts of 
devastation and destruction. In this 
progress, he will see occasionally those 
traits which assure him, that moral im- 
provement is gaining a due sway, and 
unhappy aR ves are weakened. He 
will not be deterred by the rejection of 
the Catholic petition in the House of 
Commons ; for the question, like that 
of the slave trade, must be frequently 
discussed, before ee toleration is 
completely establish The word to- 
leration, indeed, has no place in the 
mouth of a Christian. knows not 
what it is to tolerate his brother in the 
maintaining of a religious opinion; for 
he is firmly convinced, that, as a Chris- 
tian, he must grant unbounded liberty 
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to every man of every other persua- 
sion, and that the victory of Christ is 
over the heart by arguments of leve and 
truth, not by penal statutes and civil in- 
capacities. 

Still, itis a satisfaction that the minds 
of the men of this wor d are enlarzed, 
and, in spite of the interested views of 
priestcraft, and the crafty insinuations 
of mistaken policy, the cause of religi- 
gious toleration is gaining ground, The 
arguments against the catholic petition 
were weakly urged and weakly sup- 
ported; and, on the division of the 
House, it appeared, that the Catholics 
had gained considerably since the last 
application. We shall hope that they 
will continue their efforts if necessary. 
But a new question as arisen, whic h may 
supersede their endeavours, and place 
religious liberty on its proper footing. 
Soon after the rejection of the Catholic 
petition, another appeared in favour, not 
of Catholics only, but of every subject 
of this realm ; for we deem the members 
of the established churches of the island 
to be as much injured by the intolerant 
laws on our statute books, as those 
classes which are the object of civil cen- 
sure and incapacitics. These laws have 
a tendency to give the favoured party 
unchristian dispositions; to place them 
in an unfavourable situation for moral 
improvement; to make them haughty, 
overbearing and arrogant; to lead them 
to conceive that they have a peculiar me- 
rit and privilege, as being members of 
an establi-hed church; and thence they 
forget the great duty incumbent on 
them, as members of the great kingdom 
under that Master, whose disciples they 
pretend to be. ~The oppressor and 
the oppressed are, we trust, approach - 
ing nearer to cach other, and will em- 
brace with true Christian charity; the 
one pardoning the wrongs he has suf- 
fered, the other lamenting that he should 
have so departed from the true Christian 
spirit, as to introduce force in a question 
of religion. 

A petition now lies on the table of the 
House of Commons, which was drawn 
up by that most venerable champien of 
civil and religious liberty,-Mr. Wyvill, 
introduced by Mr. Whitbread, and se. 
conded by Mr. Smith. It is called the 
Christian's Petition, and its prayer is 
truly Christiah. It is to remove from 
our statute book every law which in- 
ficts punishment on the maintainers of 


religious opinions, or subjects to disqua. 
lifications those who happen to differ 
from the dogmas of the established 
church—-dogmas, in which the members 
themselves are far from being united, 
It was too late in the session to have the 
question argued, but it must be a satis 
faction to every liberal mind to know, 
that between sixteen and seventeen hun 
dred persons concurred in this petition, 
of whom many were clergymen, and 
the others were of every description of 
religion professed in this kingdom. We 
hope that similar petitions will be pre- 
sented in the course of next winter from 
all parts of the kingdem. It will be gra 
tifying to see men every where lay aside 
their religious prejudices; and, as the 
church of England forms but a small 
portion of the Christians of this king- 
dom, and in that church are so many 
liberal and enlightened men of the same 
sentiment with the petitioners, we cate 
not doubt that in a short time the lege 
lature will accede to a wish, that has 
in view only harmony and peace. 
At the same time that religious li 
berty is thus gaining ground, and men 
are desirous of seeing the shackles fall 
fiom every hand, as far as the civil power 
is concerned, it becomes every sect to 
consider how far it indulges a true spirit 
in its own concerns. It matters no 
whether I am injured by the state or by 
a private sect, which, overstepping the 
bounds of Christian love, tears from me 
the affections of my family, and estranges 
from me the countenance of my friends. 
The laws of the sect may be as hurtful 
as those of the state: and the mumuster 
of a dissenting mecting-house may, © 
his little dornain, be as bad as a pope: A 
Christian church is a voluntary society, 
and a man may be excluded from, as 
as admitted into it. But, if that ex 
sion is attended with any violation 
Christian love; if it tends to ruin 3 mab 
in his temporal concerns, the membet 
ofthat community have not the spitt 
of which they ought to be composed. 
These reflections arise from the circum: 
stance of an excommunication 
brought into the temporal courts of Ite- 
land, and a popish me being subject 
to a verdict of damages, for the censure 
he had inflicted on one of his comm 
nity. Wedo not know the precise ™ 
rits of the case, but what we have 8 
of excommunications is odious in the & 
treme ; and bishops of every descripte: 









whether popish or protestant, are justly 
brought under the lash of the law, il, 
vader the pretext of their religion. they 
dare to devote to civil or eternal punish- 
ment, any one who happens to differ 
from them in opinion. 

The discussion on civil rights has been 
carried on in the country by a continu- 
ance of petitions to the House for the li. 
beration of Sir F. Burdett and Mr. Gale 
Jones, and for a reform iv Parliament. 
All of them were drawn up in very 
strong terms, and some, in consequence, 
were rejected by the House ; though, on 
comparing those that were rec@ived with 
those which were rejected, there does 
not appear by any means to have been an 
uniformity in the mode of proceeding. It 
was natural to be expected that the Mid- 
dlesex petition would share this fate ; since, 
on the meeting being called to consider 
the proceedings to be adopted, in conse- 
quence of the rejection of their last peti- 
tion, they enumerated all the truths that 
had been previously so offensive, and 
concluded with the request that both the 
present and the last might be laid upon 
the table. The mecting was very nu- 
merously attended; the opposite party 
spoke freely their sentiments, but scarcely 
any hands were he'd up for them. In 
the House the petition was treated with 
little ceremony, and another from Shef- 
field was rejected at the same time, ‘The 
latter came from a very large and re- 
spectable meeting, and spoke in strong 
terms; aud, at the same time, an ad 
dress was drawn up to Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, who has received a great number 
of similar addresses from all parts of the 
island. 

The Common Council of London also 
presented a petition upen the same sub- 
ject to the tiouse, which gave an oppor- 
tunity of shewing the world, that the 
Common Council and the Common Hall 
agreed in the same sentiments. ‘The 
former body was not, nor was it ex- 
pected to be se unanimous. The debate 
Was animated and vizo ous, but the pe- 
tition was carried by only a smal! majo- 
mty. When the nature of this body is 
Considered, the triumph may be con- 

ed as very great, and we may fairly 
appreciate the sentiments of the country 
at large by those of the metropolis and 
€ metropolitan county. ‘lhis superi- 
ority was rendered more decisive by the 
atfempts to counteract it; for in several 
Parishes the select vestrics, with the 
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clergymen at their head, drew up ad- 
dresses with expressions of loyalty and 
abuse of their opponents, which, in ge- 
neral, were carried by very few per- 
sons, and, with all the exertions of in- 
fluence, produced very few siynat ures. 
lu Southwark, also, a similar petition 
and address were carried unanimously ; 
and in several places resolutions only 
were passed, as it was thought superflu- 
ous to address the House. The great 
question, however, remains undecided. 
Sir F. Burdett continued firm to his pur- 
ose, and took every step for bringing 
it into the courts of law, and the plead- 
ings will certainly be interesting. At- 
tempts were made in the House to pre- 
vent this appeal to the courts, but they 
were so and it will bea satisfac- 
tion to the peop.e of England to see the 
case well argued. An attempt was also 
made to liberate Mr. Gale Jones, but 
the House did not come toa division, it 
being the opinion that his stay in prison 
was owing to hi; own obstinacy, or what 
others would call manly perseverance, 
Indeed, the more we consider his case, 
the less ground can we sce for the seve- 
rity used towards him; and had not the 
House been hurried into its fi-st opinion, 
we cannot conccive that he couid have 
been doomed to such a punishment, 
Taking the privileges of the House in 
the most extensive sense, we cannot see 
in what manner he was guilty ofa breach 
ofthem. He may have offended an in- 
dividual member, but no indignity ap- 
pears to have been intended, nor was 
any offered to the House. 

The prorogation of Parliament put an 
end to the confinement of our two fel- 
low subjects, and the inhabitants of the 
metropolic were eager upon this occasion 
to pay the deserved tribute of respect to 
the champion of Magna Charta. For 
this purpose, a grand procession was 

repared to accompany Sir Francis on 
his liberation from the Tower. Great 
preparations were also made by the ad- 
ministration, The veteransin the Tower 
were changed for Scotch regiments, and 
forces were collected from all quarters to 
preserve the peace of the metropolis. On 
the 21st Parliament was prorogued, 
E:rl Moira was in the Tower upon this 
occasion, and received advice of it b 
signal, and at half past three in the vf 
ternoon communicated to Sir F. Burdett 
the intelligence, that he was at liberty 
to quit the Tower. ‘This permission 
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was immediately accepted, and Sir Fran- 
cis took a boat at the Tower Stair-, went 
a litth way down the river, and then 
mounted his horse to take the way to 
his country-house. A great assemblage 
was, at this time, collected on the 
Tower Hil. and the procession moved 
forward, not without some disappoint- 
ment on t'e part of those who formed 
it. The people were pleased, however, 
with the libera ion of their hero, and the 
evenin® concluded with a coneiderable 
illumination. tiappily, the day pas-ed 
without any pretext for the calling inof 
the numerous troops assembled on this 
occasion im and sbour Londen 
A melancholy incident marked the 
occurrences of this mor th, which remains 
as yet to bethorow hly explained. ‘The 
apartments of the royal palace have been 
defiled by an attempt at assass nation, and 
a murder has been committed ‘The 
whole wears a mot mysterious appear- 
ance Between two and three in the 
moroing, the Duke of Cumberiand was 
awaked by a biow on his head, and in 
etting from the bed to his door the 
Soe: were repeated. On calling his 
servants and alarming the house, it ap- 
peared that he had received several 
wounds wth a ep instrument, and 
his sabre was found bloody, ‘ying in the 
room. A serjeant and some privates 
went over the house, and, iu one room, 
they tound one of the duke’s pages wel- 
tering in his blood, with his throat cut 
from ear to ear, and it appeared that he 
could not have been long dead, and some 
of the servants, from a gu gling noire 
they heard at the door, thought that he 
must have been alive a short time before 
they enteredthe room The depnsitions 
of the duke. the serjeant, several pri- 
vates, and the servants of the house were 
taken by a police magistrate, and taid 
before the coroner's jury summoned to 
inquue into the death of Seillis, the 
pace, which, after a very long examina- 
tion, they adjudged to be suicide. The 
finding of his slippers and da. k lanthorn 
in a closet adjoinin. to the duke's apart- 
me. t, led naturally to the surmise that 
he was the assassin, and his memory as 
yo’ remains tainted with the worst of 
of crimes To account for his conduct, 
and (or the uircum tances in the house, 
is very difficult, on every supposition ; 
at che same time, the ue of the duke’s 
sabre us such a circumstance as precludes 


us from hocking out of the house for the 


author of the mischief, ‘The duke is gn. 
dually recovering of hii wounds, and 
the mystery may in a future time be de. 
veloped. ‘ 

The Continent affords but little man 
ter for observation. The French empe. 
ror pursues his usual cour e, but we 
doubt whether his edicts against com. 
merce have any great effect. ‘The face 
is, that the port of London is filled with 
French corn, French wines, and French 
brandies, and what is more, the many. 
fa turers of silk in this country find it 
necessary to enter into a? as ociation to 
prevent the introduction of French silks, 
which would de «roy their trade. Cone 
siderable seizures of this latter article 
have been made, but trade is a thi 
which cannot be forced, and which wil 
break through every obstacle. Whether 
England or France make laws, it mate 
ters not, when the advantage to be 
gained by the breach of them is very 
great, and the line of coast 18 too ex 
tended to be completely prote ted The 
French, it seems, can afford to give us 
a superior article at muh less than half 
the price, and of course an exchange will 
be formed for their si ks ayainst our 
muslins. The conte-t be:ween the two 
countries then i- to,export a- much as 
possible of its own goods, and to :mport 
as little as possibe of its neighbours. 
This is the mistaken policy of the times; 
but, when we consider the advantages 
that would be mutually obtained, if 
there were no more barriers between 
kingdom and kingdom, than between 
county and county, we may wonder 
that countries cannot be brought to see 
their mutual interest is better consulted 
by a stricter union between neighbouring 
than foreign territorics. 

Buonaparte has visited various parts 
with his new bride, and afrer secerving 
the congratulations of the Low Countries 
and Picardy, returned to . aris to the 
festivities of that ci'y. But his mind Is 
not to be averted from great pursuits. 
The objects he has in view are not easily 
detected; but as yet nothing has tran 
pired against Turkey, and Spain 's the 
only place which calls for his attentio® 
In that unhappy country immense a 
mies are still in motion, and, every 4a; 
news is expected of an engagement be- 
tween the English forces under 
Wellington, and those of the F 
under Massena. So little is known of 
the relative strength of the two amie, 
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that conjectures can be grounded only 
on the general conduct of the French on 
these occasions, and they are not hkely 
to attack the English without such a su- 
rior force as in their apprehension must 
down all opposition. In this case, 
our army must retreat to Lisbon, and 
ead oust be retained. But the 
French have not yet gained pessession of 
Cadiz, and a considerable time wil! elapse 
before the decistve blow is struck. 

Buonaparte’s politics have had a good 
effect in America, and the intercourse 
is happily renewed between us and that 
county. Sharp debates in Congress pre- 
ceded this measure, but no alternative 
was left but that of a free intercourse or 
none at all; for as to the idea of going 
to war, the good sense of America saw 
the fully of at, if it was possible to be 
avoided. By renewing the inteicourse, 
beth countries are gainers, in the intro- 
duction of articles of which each stands 
in need; and it is particularly beneficial 
to us, as the American flour will be a 
grand resource to prevent a rise in our 
corn markets., The prospects of the 
year are said to be bad, but France has 
poured in inumense supplies of corn, and 
the aid trom Americi may guarantee us 
fom any considerable apprehension. 
Bread, however, cannot be lowered 
considerably ; for its rise, in common 
with that of other articles, depends 
chiefly on the state of taxation. 

Tae conclusion of the se-sions was at- 
tended, as usual, with a xreat pressure 
of business, too much to allow the ne- 
eessary attention to every point; and 
this evil might be avoided by a simp'e 
process by making the grant of the sup- 
o the last mutter that is agitated be- 

the breaking up of the House. The 
es were not, however, interesting: 
that on the Catholic question was car- 
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ried on several days, but nothing new 
was advanced. Grattan distinguished 
himself by his eloquence, and his sup- 
porters by many manly appeals to the 
best feelings of the mind; but we may 
in general observe, that there was not 
enough of Christianity on cither side; 
the appeal was not sufficiently strong to 
the precepts of our Master, and upon 
this ground alone can true toleration, or 
rather religious liberty, be established, 
The imprisonment of Sir F. Burdett and 
Gale Jones occasioned some debates ; on 
the former, with respect to the mode of 
proceeding in defence of the Hou e of 
Commons, im which some unguarded 
language was used as to the judges, 
whose independence is not to be beat 
down by either branch of the legislature, 
and the threats of a H use of Commons 
would be more dangerous than the br be 
ofa king: on the latter head it was 
moved, that Mr. Gaie Jones should be 
no longer confined, as the punishment 
had more than expiated the offence. But 
it was not wot | , and the motion fell 
to the ground without a division, it be- 
ing alleged that his continuance ‘a prison 
depended on his own eH Thus, 
in former times, the death of the mar- 
tyr was attributed to his own obstinacy. 
The pouring out of a ylass of wine only, 
and partaking of a sacrifice before the 
image ot the Gods, wou'd have saved 
him the tortures of a painful death. But, 
whether it is for religious or political li- 
berty, the martyr is entitled to our gra- 
titude ; and we cannot attach any blame 
to Mr. poses for persevering in that 
course which he thought to be his duty; 
and we should have praised the House 
of Commons, if, in the first instance, it 
had not attended to the complaint, and, 
in the second, if it had taken the side of 
compassion, not of extreme severity. 
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A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS ON MORALS Axp 





THEOLOGY, IN MAY, 1810. 


1. Sermons in Volumes. 

Sermons, by Samuel Horsley, LL.D. 
F.R.S. F. A. S. late Lord Bishop of 
St. Asaph. 2 vols. 8vo. 41 1s. extra 
boards. 

A View of the Prahminical Relizion, 
in its Confirmation of the Truth of the 
Sacred History, and its Influence on 
the Moral Character; in a Serics of 
Discourses, preached before the Univers 
sity of Oxford, in the year 1800; at the 
Lecture founded by the late Rev. John 
Bampton, M. A. By the Rev J. B.S. 
Carwithen, M. A. 8vo, ros. Gd. 


2. Single Sermons. 

A Sermon on the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, preached in the Parish 
Church of St. Anne, Limehouse, April 
20, 1810. By the Rev. James Rudge, 
A. B. Curate and Lecturer. 1s. 6d. 

A Sermon, preached before the Lords 
Spiritual and ‘Temporal, in the Abbey 
Church, Westminster, on Tuesday, 
Jan. 30, 1810, being the Day of King 
Charles’s Martyrdom. By William 
Lort, Lord Bishop of Bristol and Master 
of Trinity College, Cambridge. 2s 

A Discourse on Cruelty to the Brute 
Creation. By the Rev. James Beres- 
ford, M. A. Fellow of Merton College, 
Oxford. 1s. 

A Sermon, occasioned by the Death 
of the Rev. J. Barber, who departed this 
Life Feb. 14, 1810, aged 83. By the 
Rev. J. P. Smith, D.D.; to which is 
— An Address, delivered at the 
nterment. By the Rev. J. Clayton. 
1s. 6d. 


3. Controversy. 

Hints to the Public and the Legisla- 
ture, on the Nature and Effect of Evan- 
= Preaching. By a Barrister, 

IV. 8vo. 

Strictures on the Lectures to the ary 
delivered at Artillery Street Chapel, 
Bishopsgate Street, from Nov. 28, les 
to March a7, 1810, under the Direction 
of the Missionary Society. By Investi- 
grtor. Together with Two Letters, 
signed N. Isracl. 8vo. 2s, 
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Strictures on Sandemanianism ; ia 1; 
Letters toa Friend. By Andrew Fy. 
ler. 12mo0. 3s. 6d. boards, 


4. Education. 

The World Displayed: or, The Cha 
racteristic Features of Nature and Ar 
exhibited. By John Greig. 12mo, 8s.6d. 
bound. L. P. 12s. 6d. boards. 


5- Poetry. 

The Pleasures of Friendship ; a Poem, 
in ‘Two Parts. By Lrances Arabella 
Rowden. 7s. 

The Poctical Works of Pereival 
Stockdale. In 2 vols, 8vo. 4. Is. 


6. History and Biography. : 

The History of the laquisitions; im 
cluding the Secret ‘Transactions of those 
hiorrid Tribunals. With Prefatory 
Remarks on the Catholi. Question ge 
nerally, and on Lord Grenville s Let 
ter in particular. gto Plates. 2i. 128 6d. 

The Life of Fenelon, Archbishop of 
Cambray, Author of ‘Telemachus, &c 
Post 8vo. 7s. ) 

Memoirs of the Life of Peter Daniel 
Huet, Bishop of Avranches, written by 
himself, and translated from the orig 
nal Latin, with copious Notes, Biog™ 
phical and Critical. By John Aikia, 
M.D. 2 vols. 8vo. al. 1s. 

The History of Dissenters, from the 
Revolution in 1688 to the Present 
Time. By .David Bogue and Jame 
Bennett. Vol. [ll. 1os. 6d. 

A Biographical Sketch of the Rev. J: 
Sandeison, of Rowell. By his Kine 
man, the Rev. C. Hobson, 12M 


9. Miscellaneous. 

An Address from a Clergyman to his 
Parishioners. By Richard Valpy, DD. 
F. A. S. Recter of Stradishall, Suff 
3s. 6d. 

Miscellanies, designed chiefly for the 
Benefit of Female Readers. By 4.» 
Hunter. 1r2mo. 5s. 6d. 

The Works of the Rev reg 
Townson, D. D. late Archdeacon 
Richmond. To which is pr 
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Correspondence. $19 


Account of the Author, with an Intro- with a large Collection of Geogra- 
duction to the Discourses or the Gospels, phical Questions and Exercises, &c. &c. 
ynd a Sermon on the Quotations in the’ By Isaac Payne. 2d ed. enlarged and 
Old Testament. By Ralph Churten, amproved. 4s. 6d. bound. 
M.A. Archdeacon of St David's, &c. The theological and Miscellaneous 
Portrait and 2 other Engraving. 2 vols. Works of the Rev. Wan. Jones, M. A. 
Svo. 18s. F.R.S. To whichis prefixed, a short 
Account of his Life and Writings, By 
8. New Editions. William Stevens, Esq. 6 vols. Svo, 
An Introduction to Geography; in- gl. 3s. 
vended chiefly for the Use of Schools; 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The following subscriptions have been received by the Editor, for the orphan 
hildren of Mas. STANDEVENS, Viz. 


L. a» de 
R. W. Esq. ; ° ‘ ° - $ § O 
Mr. J. T. Bache, Bridgnorth Io Oo 
Miss Dobell, Cranbrook ‘ , $.8° 4 
Mr. E. K. Fordham , . . 1 oo 
Mr. G. Fordham, Sen. : ; 1 oo 
Mr. J. G. Fordham ‘ ‘ . . £60 
Mr. G. Fordham, Jun. ‘ » » £.0 0 
Mr. E, G. Fordham ° . ° . O10 O 


_ The following communications have been received, and are intended for pub- 
cation, viz. 

On the Subscription to the Orphan Children of Mrs. Standevens.—Epitaph by 
the late Duchess of Devonshire, and Elegy by the late John Thornton, Esq.— 
Anecdote from Ayrshire.—Gleanings from Selden’s Table Talk.—On Church 
Discipline —A Su rgestion relative to Christian Ordinances.—Geron’s Third Let- 
‘ct on the Temptation of Christ. 





_ The List of the Divinity Students educated under Dr. Rotherham was too 
ate for the present Number, but shall appear in the next. Our correspondents 
‘tc informed, that we are obliged to make up the Magazine at the very begin- 
tung of the month. 





We do not approve of personal allusions to preachers in communications 

the public eye; but we second the wish of one of our correspondents, that 
dee one would favour us with a paper on the love of God, on Unitarian prin- 
, We thank “ One of the Unlearned” for his friendly epistle. He may rest 
‘sured, that, whenever we insert sceptical arguments or objections, it is with 
7 of their being answered and refuted by our correspondents. We our- 
‘es, however, cannot undertake to fill up the controversial part of our work. 





' We are obliged to a respected correspondent for his su estion of the pro- 
do: | of publishing a scale of prices of advertisements ; this we shall hereafter 
* Sut, in the mean time, we beg leave to state, that there is no publication 
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$20 Correspondence, 


of equal circulation which advertises on such low terms as our’s. It is, perhiny 
not known to those of our correspondents who have entreated us to adverny 
certain works and institutions gratuitously, that magazine advertisements, ag wel 
as others, pay a heavy duty to government. 





ERRATA in the last Number. 


P. 257. col. 2. at the bottom, for * theological,” read philosophical. 
— 258. col. 1. 1. 8. of Obituary, for ‘‘ predeliction,” read predilection 
— 260. col. 2. 1. 16. after“ enabled,” supply them. 





